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The  Wendell  Conservation  Commission  will 
propose  a  town  wetlands  by-law  that  will 
protect  isolated  wetlands,  extend  protection 
from  building  and  septic  tank  leach  field 
construction  in  the  100-foot  buffer  zone  a- 
round  wetlands,  and  give  the  Commission  au- 
thority to  issue  town  wetlands  regulations. 

Since  wetlands  are  more  likely  to  be 
sites  of  groundwater  recharge  than  are  wet- 
lands that  discharge   into  or  border  streams 
and  ponds,  the  Commission  feels  that  it  is 
important  for  protection  of  groundwater  qual- 
ity to  limit  activities  in  these  wetlands 
and  in  the  immediate  100-foot  buffer  zone  a- 
round  them.   Isolated  wetlands  receive  only 
limited  protection  from  the  state  Wetlands 
Act. 

The  proposed  by-law,  to  assist  in  addi- 
tionally protecting  groundwater,  will  add 
aquifer  recharge  and  discharge  to  the  list 
protected  wetland  values.   This  means  that 
the  Commission  can  regulate  activities  in 
wetlands  and  buffer  zones  that  could  influ- 
ence aquifers.   The  Commission  feels  that 
this  is  particularly  important  in  the  case 
of  septic  tank  leach  field  construction  near 
wetlands.   Current  state  regulations  require 
leach  fields  to  be  no  closer  than  50  feet 
from  the  border  of  a  wetland.   The  proposed 
by-law  would  extend  the  buffer  to  100  feet. 
In  order  to  obtain  permission  to  build  in 
the  buffer  zone,  the  burden  of  proof  would 
be  on  the  applicant  to  show  that  groundwater 
of  aquifers  would  not  be  affected. 

Since  most  wetlands  in  Wendell  are  direct 
iy  connected  to  groundwater  (most  are  dis- 
charge sites  for  most  of  the  year),  the  near 
er  a  leach  field  is  to  a  wetland,  the  closer 
it  is  to  contact  with  groundwater  and  the 
more  likely  the  possibility  of  contamination 
of  groundwater  or  surface  water  that  orgin- 
ates  as  shallow  groundwater.   The  Conserva- 
tion Commission  feels  that  this  increased 
buffer  zone  will  increase  protection  of 
groundwater,  aquifers,  and  water  supplies. 
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On  Oct.    22,    a   letter   came    from   the   state's 
top  public  works   official,   Frederick 
Salvucci,    asking   the   chair  of   the  Erving 
Board   of   Selectmen    to  help    the    state   upgrade 
Route    2   on    the   Erving   side   of   the  Millers 
River.      "I   am  extremely  doubtful",   he   wrote 
Jean   Smith,    "that  either   South  Bank   align-* 
ment   can   comply  with   Section  4f  of   federal 
laws . " 

The  letter  presaged  an  unexpectedly  clear- 
cut  decision,  which  Sec.  Salvucci  announced 
in  person  the  following  day  at  Erving  Town 
Hall.  When  it  was  over,  Wendell  was  appar- 
ently released  from  a  10  year  long  threat 
to  become  the  new  corridor  for  a  relocated 
Rt.  2.   It  remains  to  be  seen  whether  Erving 

will  challenge  the  decision  in  court there 

was  talk  of  a  town  meeting  to  appropriate 
funds-™  but  residents  of  that  town  immed- 
iately showed  their  outrage.   The  announce- 
ment session  became  a  stormy  forum  of  com- 
plaint, and  in  ensuing  days  demonstrations 
were  held  in  which  the  governor  was  burned 
in  effigy  and  signs  were  waved  declaring 
that  "People  are  more  important  than  trees." 

The  Low  Profile  Alignment  the  state  now 
officially  favors  bisects  the  villages  of 
Farley  and  Stoneville  and  skirts  the  south 
edge  of  Erving  Center,  right  along  the  rail- 
road tracks.   The  impacts  are  mostly  social, 

whereas  the  former  alighnment- even  when 

modified- — chiefly  affected  the  natural 
environment,  plus  the  small  villages  of 
Wendell  Depot  and  Lower  Farley  Road.   The 
decision' shocked  some,  but  it  was  a  text 
book  application  of  the  4f  section  of  the 
National  Transportation  Policy  Act  in  which 
Congress  and  the  courts  have  essentially 
said,  in  a  crunch,  people  are  to  be  consid- 
ered more  adaptable  than  trees  (and  other 
living  things) — at  least  when  it  comes  to 
planning  a  highway  through  public  open 
space  land. 

Back  in  Wendell,  low-key  celebrating  was 
the  order  of  the  day.   A  bottle  of  whiskey 


was  actually  needed  to  help  get  the 
Concerned  Citizens  who  had  attended  the 
announcement  past  the  "letdown"  after  the 
decade-long  fight,  and  past  their  sympathy 
at  Erving  residents  who  might  lose  their 
homes. 

"It  isn't  entirely  solved,"  said  Anne  Zak. 
"We've  accomplished  saving  the  state  forest, 
but  we  still  have  to  settle  the  traffic 
problem,  or  the  other  problems  that  it 
indicates.   Then  I'd  feel  victorious."   By 
"other  problems"  she  said  she  was  thinking 
of  the  lack  of  good  mass  transit  offerings 
and  the  rare  notion  of  making  drivers  safe 
for  the  road,  instead  of  the  road  safe  for 
drivers o 

Michael  Idoine,  whose  persistence  was 
credited  by  the  former  project  engineer, 
John  Willey,  for  the  succes  by  Wendell 
Concerned  Citizens  and  the  Rt.  2  Environ- 
mental Coalition,  was  customarily  phlegmatic 
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Resisents  of  New  Salem  can  send  o  r  call 
news  items  and  photos  of  town  interest  to 
Josh  "Waffles"  Dostas  544-8842,  SR  New  Salem 
Rd.  Orange,  01364. 

We  thank  Althea  Gilmore  for  getting  New 
Salem  info  to  us,  and  continue  to  welcome 
hers  and  other  New  Salemites  contributons . 
WELCOME  JOSH 

the   staff 
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To  Whom  it  may  Concern: 

Could  you  if  possible  please  help  me. 
I'm  trying  to  locate  the  South  Country  Road. 
It  was  made  in  1891  and  was  still  being 
used  as  of  1952  when  I  purchased  land  form- 
erly owned  by  Jerry  Sibley.   I  need  this 
location  because  it  is  on  my  deed  but  Strout 
Realty  showed  me  land  at  four  corners  of 
Cooleyville  &  Jennison  Rd0   Two  former  tax 
collectors  sent  me  sketches  (maps)  showing 
land  at  4  corners  of  both  roads.   No  one 
even  Wendell  tax  assessors  see  a  Roado  Also 
Mr.  Sibley  showed  me  land  in  late  1950  at 
four  corners.   Could  they  all  have  been 
wrong?   Mrs.  R.  Piper  and  Mrs.  Holland 
(former  Wendell  Tax  Collectors. 

Maybe  you  could  if  you  have  a  spot  to 
fill  on  paper  inqui  re  if  anyone  knows  loca- 
tion of  South  Country  Road  and  if  Jennison 
Rd.  is  New  Name  of  road.  Also  whereabouts 
of  Mr.  Raymond  Avery  1973  Chairman  of  Wendell 
tax  assessors.   He  wrote  me  in  Feb.  1973 
that  he  could  show  me  my  land  that  he  knew 
J.  Sibley  very  well.   I  was  going  to  go  but 
my  mother  who  lives  with  me  was  Hospitalized 
so  I  did  not  go  to  Wendell.   The  next  year 
we  moved  from  N.Y.  to  Fla.  for  her  health. 
Please  could  you  help  me  solve  this  mystery. 
What  kind  of  paper  do  you  publish?  I  wish 
you  a  healthy  happy  Labor  Day. 

Sincerely, 

Mr.  Harlowe  L.  Boinoff 
846  7th  Ave.  North 
St.  Petersburg,  Fla. 
33701 


A  Good  T\|pl  ST 
Is  Hard  to  Find... 

It's  no.  use  trying  to  keep  it  a  secret 
any  longer:  Many  people  use  the  Wendell  Post 
as  a  career  stepping  stone  enroute  to  high 
corporate  management  positions,  or  to  nurse 
or  teach  school,  etc.,  so  periodically  pos- 
itions open  up.   Such  is  the  case  right  now, 
with  the  departure  of  Teri  Koehler  for  a 
well-earned  leave  of  absence/retirement. 
Teri  was  on  the  typing  staff  and  took  care 
of  the  Post's  finances.   We  thank  her  on  be- 
half of  the  entire  Wendell  Post  family  for 
her  accuracy,  humor  and  reliability.   Teri, 
for  your  performance,  Bravo  I 

What  is  a  Post  typist?  Every  two  months 
a  Post  typist  gets  first  peek  at  the  editor- 
ial contents  of  the  new  issue  while  putting 
in  a  few  hours  of  typing  on  the  Post  elec- 
tric typewriter  in  his  or  her  own  home. 
Typing;  responsibilities  are  shared  flexibly 
among  several  typists.   Speed  is  considered 
less  important  than  accuracy. 

I  forgot  to  mention  that  many  people  also 
use  the  Post  as  a  way  to  taper  out. of  suc- 
cessful careers.  These  more  mature  citizens 
like  the  involvement  with  the  community  that 
comes  of  sharing  their  skills  with  the  town 
through  this  all-volunteer  effort.  We  espe- 
cially like  this  kind,  of  Post  volunteer. 

Finally,    there   are    the   people  whose   car- 
eers  are    in   full   swing,   but  who  have    the    in- 
clination   to   share   some   of    their  valuable 
time  with    the    town    through  what  must   be    one 
of    the   world's    smallest,   most  open-minded 
community  newspaper.      An  equal   opportunity 
opportunity. 

Writers  also  needed,  same  deal  applies. 

Jonathan  von  Ranson 


OLD  EXCISE  TAX  BILLS  EXPLAINED 
Dear  Wendell  Taxpayers: 

I  would  like  to  thank  the  Wendell  Post 
and  Mr.  Von  Ranson  for  alerting  the  the  un- 
rest that  I  have  caused  in  regard  to  old  mo- 
tor vehicle  excise  bill  collections. 

First,  I  would  like  to  assure  the  citi- 
zens of  Wendell  that  there  is  a  system  to 
my  records,  a  very  good  system  that  is  aud- 
ited every  other  year.   The  Wendell  Tax  re- 
cords should  not  be  of  concern  to  you.   The 
records  are  posted  constantly  and  balanced 
once  a  year  to  the  penny  and  as  I  mentioned 
every  other  year  by  an  outside  firm.   The 
complaint  is  that  old  bills  are  being  sent 
out  -  Is  this  fair?   Do  I  expect  people  to 
keep  records  this  old? 

My  first  response  is  that  if  these  bills 
were  paid  when  they  were  first  sent  out  then 
there  really  would  not  be  anything  "old"  to 
send  out.   The  excise  bills  in  question  had 
a  minimum  of  three  notices  sent  when  thdy 
were  first  issued.   Why  at  that  time  were 
they  taken  care  of  by  the  taxpayer? 

That  is  the  simple  and  obvious  -  but  I 
realize  that  I  am  partly  to  blame  for  not 
trying  to  clear  these  old  bills  up  sooner. 
What  people  do  not  realize  is  that  the  pos- 
ition of  tax  collector  is  funded  as  a  part 
time  position.   I  have  seen  the  total  of 
347  real  eastate  bills  in  1976  grow  to  a  to- 
tal of  804  bills  in  1987.   This  does  not  ev- 
en account  for  the  excise  bills.   In  all  of 
these  years  ith  part-time  position  has  re- 
mained the  same  while  the  work-load  had  tr- 
pled. 

My  position  is  not  the  only  one  with  this 
kind  of  growth.   All  positions  in  Wendell 
require  a  tremendous  amount  of  committment 
by  the  person  trying  to  complete  their  elect 
ed  tasks. 

Therefore  I  must  admit  to  letting  some 
matters  slide  -  one  of  which  is  old  excise 
bills  that  really  need  to  be  cleared  up  but 
take  a  rremendous  amount  of  time  compared  to 
the  amount  of  tax  due. 

Since  July  of  1987  I  have  acquired  an 
assistant  who  I  share  with  other  officials. 
I  wish  to  thank  the  selectman,  finance  com- 
mittee and  the  taxpayers  for  funding  this 
position.   Janice,  our  assistant,  is  a  very 
good  and  knowledgable  worker.   Everyone  who 
comes  in  contact  with  her  will  agree  tliat  we 
made  a  good  choice.   With  an  assistant  to 
help  I  am  in  the  process  of  clearing  up  all 
old  bills  -  therfore  the  unrest  I  have  caus- 
ed.  My  goal  is  to  have  no  old  bills  out- 
standing.   This  will  take  time  and  I  make 
no  apologies  for  doing  my  job  the  best  that 
I  can  under  very  difficult  cinditions.   I 
want  to  help  all  clear  up  old  bills  and  with 
the  understanding  that  old  records  are 
scarce  I  intend  to  help  in  any  way  that  I 
can.   I  cannot  work  out  anything  if  you  con- 
tact the  local  newspaper  instead  of  me. 

We  who  hold  office  in  Wendell  really  try 
to  do  our  best  -  but  time  is  an  important 
factor  -  we  just  don't  have  enough.   Until 
the  town  can  fund  money  for  these  positions 
so  that  they  can  become  full  time  I  would 
hope  for  the  consideration  of  all  who  deal 
with  their  officials.   Remember  -  we  enjoy 
working  for  you  but  we  need  to  know  that  we 
are  not  constantly  on  the  firing  line 

Again,  thank  you  for  the  space  to  reply 
to  citizens  concerns. 

Yours  truly, 

Judith  Wilder 
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Wendell  voters  proved  their  metal  at  the 
Oct.  29th  Special  Town  Meeting.   The  Town 
did  not  own  enough  seats  to  accomodate  every 
one  who  turned  out  to  vote  on  a  4  article 
warrent.   At  issue  was  whether  or  not  the 
Town  would  act  on  its  option  to  purchase  and 
turn  over  to  the  state  a  tract  of  wild  land 
for  preservation.   Because  the  cast  of  chara- 
cters included  opposing  developers  and  their 
covy  of  lawyers,  as  well  as  a  citizens  group 
and  their  lawyer,  there  were  many  dramatic 
moments,   such  as  when  Bill  Miner,  Land 
Aquisitions  Specialist  from  the  Div.  of  Fish- 
eries and  Wildlife,  affirmed  the  State's 
intentions  of  picking  up  the  tab,  in  a  state- 
ment short  and  cltar. 

Through  it  all,  Wendellites  were  impressiv- 
ely strong.   The  discomforts  of  being  crowded 
were  taken  in  stride.   People  were  attentive 
and  thoughtful. 

Suddenly  there  was  a  medical  emergency  that 
touched  everyone.   Jack  Ellis  rose  and  left 
to  have  a  fatal  heart  attack  in  his  dooryard. 
The  meeting  was  recessed  while  emergency  care 
was  given  outside.   After  the  ambulence  left, 
I  was  one  of  th°se  wh°  re-entered  the  hall. 
There  I  witnessed  a  moving  sight.   People 
were  solemnly  waiting. 

Later,  many  would  recall  that  they  resisted 
going  to  see  what  was  happening,  although 
they  would  have  gone  if  needed  to  help. 
People  have  expressed  in  various  ways  that 
they  stayed  out  of  respect,  and  because  they 
felt  a  need  to  take  care  of  each  other  by 
staying  with  each  other.   However  it  happened, 
Town  Meeting  kept  vigil. 

The  meeting  did  again  carry  on.   It  seemed 
that  regard  for  Jack  became  part  of  the  will 
and  determination  to  finish  a  jo!)  started. 
The  vote  was  for  preservation,,  People  were 
counted  by  their  actions,  not  just  their 
voices,  that  night. 

On  a  night  where  so  much  was  lost  and  gain- 
ed, we  were  each  faced  with  our  own  sense  of 

being  alive in  this  time  and  place  with 

these  people.   Like  Jack  Ellis  and  his  ancest- 
ars  and  their  neighbors  who  have  held  count- 
less town  meetings  and  adjourned  them,  we 
also  departed  the  Town  Hall  to  walk  out  under 
the  night  sky  in  Wendell.   This  story  will 
become  part  of  the  precious  lot  given  to 
those  who  will  take  their  turn  here. 

Kathy  Becker 
Moderator 

vVfw  Town  (yorcuto. 

At  the  Town  Meeting  last  Thursday,  Nov. 
19,  the  voters  were  asked  to  approve  an  ad- 
ditional $18,000.00  to  cover  the  cost  of  the 
purchase  of  the  land  where  the  new  Town  Gar- 
age and  Fire  House  is  sited.   This  article 
passed. 

Ted  Lewis,  Selectman,  explained  that  ris- 
ing costs  have  made  it  difficult  to  keep 
the  project  within  its  budget,  the  $220,000 
already  voted.   To  reduce  costs,  2  bays 
have  been  cut  from  the  design,  one  each 
from  the  Highway  Dept.  and  the  Fire  Dept., 
because  it  is  preferable  to  maintain  the 
quality  and  build  a  slightly  smaller  build- 
ing, than  to  cheapen  the  structural  specifi- 
cations, and  give  ourselves  680  sq.  ft. 

On  thursday  the  foundation  was  poured  and 
half  of  the  walls.   The  expectation  is  to 
begin  work  on  the  erection  of  the  building 
next  Wednesday,  Nov.  2,  and  with  luck  to 
complete  it  this  year.   Of  course  the  weath- 
er and  other  factors  may  affect  this  sched- 
ule, but  the  carpeters  hope  to  get  as  much 
done  as  they  can  before  a  major  snowfall. 
Permits  have  been  issued  to  cover  the  foot- 
ing, and  as  soon  as  we  get  an  engineering 
stamp  we  should  have  a  building  permit  as 
well. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Charles  Thompson  Smith 


JoWTLJifftvM/jfo*.   ^ 


The  Special  Town  Meeting  of  Thursday,  Nov. 
19,  1987,  was  well  attended,  but  not  nearly 
as  crowded  as  the  meeting  of  Oct.  29. 
Except  for  Art.  16,  which  was  postponed, 
the  warrant  of  18  articles  was  passed  in 
under  two  hours,  with  little  discussion  and 
dissenting  votes  on  only  one  article. 

Voters  approved  $36,608  for  local  ed; 
$1,200  for  the  building  inspector,  as  a 
$300  salary  increase;  and  $900  for  expenses; 
$150  for  bills  of  prior  years,  $350  for  the 
Medicare  Account;  $600  for  comprehensive 
insurance;  $500  for  household  hazardous 
waste  collection  day;  $150  for  the  plumbing 
gas  and  wiring  inspector;  $700  for  the 
Historical  Commision  Expense  account:  $2,00C 
for  another  insurance  increase;  $3,500  for  i 
tag  along  trailer  to  save  over  the  road 
mileage  for  the  backhoe;  and  $500  for  the 
indemnification  of  public  officials.   In 
addition,  we  approved  adding  the  $18,000 
already  spent  of  acquiring  land  for  the 
combined  highway  maintenance  facility  and 
fire  station  to  the  $220,000  approved  for 
construction,  making  a  total  cost  for  the 
building  of  $238,000.   The  total  amount 
approved  to  this  point  is  $81,758. 

In  addition,  we  allowed  the  treasurer  to 
borrow  up  to  $56,000  for  the  purchase  of  a 
new  tandem  axle  cab  and  chassis  to 
carry  the  32,000  gal.  tank  the  fire  dept. 
already  has. 

Art.  16,  calling  for  the  discontinuing 
several  roads  in  the  area  of  the  Arch  St. 
Bridge  was  effectively  passed  over. 
Michael  Idoine  explained  that  he  had  com- 
municated with  George  Joseph  of  the  State 
DPW  giving  our  reasons  for  discontinuing 
these  roads  served  by  the  bridge  that  the 
DPW  has  recently  repaired.   George  Joseph 
had  not  yet  had  time  to  respond,  and  Michael 
felt  it  would  be  impolite,  and  perhaps  and 
affront  to  discontinue  these  roads  offic- 
ially before  George  Joseph  responded.   It 
is  bad  policy  to  offend  any  state  agency 
unnecessarily,  and  we  agreed  to  wait.   The 
State  Division  of  Forests  and  Parks  is  con- 
sidering buying  the  land  served  by  these 
roads. 

Josh  Heinemann 


KLONDIKE  SOUND  CO. 
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On  Sept.  7  the  New  Engalnd  Peace  walkers 
arrived  at  the  Nautilus  Memorial  and  Submar> 
marine  Force  Library  in  Groton  Ct.  and  were 
greeted  by  our  very  own  "Waffles"  the  clown 
(Joshua  Jay  Dostis  of  New  Salem). 

"Come  buy  a  war  toy"  Waffles  cried  to 
the  demonstrators.   He  had  arrived  earlier 
and  was  involved  with  street  theatre,  att- 
empting to  sell  war  toys  to  the  visitors. 
"Buy  a  war  toy  and  have  fun  I"  Waffles  cont-i 
inued.   "Late  at  night,  go  into  your  closet 
and  play  war  with  yourselfl" 

Waffles  was  Wafflin1,  bringing  light 
hearted  humor  to  a  deadly  serious  situation 
Groton  being  the  submarine  capitol  of  the 
world  and  the  home  of  Electric  Boat  Co., 
creators  of  the  Trident  sub,  a  wicked  awe- 
some first  strike  weapon  costing  the  tax 
payers  some  two  billion.   That  old  Mafia 
protection  racket  with  a  new  twist  and 
brought  up  to  date  by  the  boys  in  the  Pent- 
agon. 

Our  Waffles  didn't  last  too  long  however. 
He  was  quickly  arrested  when  police  saw  him 
pull  a  pop-gun  out  of  his  suitcase.  Hand- 
cuffed and  carted  away  by  no  less  than  four 
armed  policemen.  The  end  of  street  theater 
for  that  day,  leaving  us  all  to  think  about 
life's  ironies  -  pop-gun  vs  nuclear  sub- 
missies-  war  heads-  death  to  millions. 

In  court,  Josh  Jay  pleaded  guilty  to  try- 
ing to  sell  "evil"  war  toys  to  the  girls 
and  boys  and  proposed  his  own  punishment  to 
the  judge.   100  hours  of  community  service 
during  which  to  establish  a  violent-toy  ex- 
change program  in  time  for  Christmas.   Can 
you  imagine  kids  arriving  at  the  mayors  of- 
fice, welcomed  by  Santa,  turning  in  their 
guns,  GI  Joes  and  Rambo  dolls  and  being  gi- 
ven gifts  that  celebrate  life  such  as  in- 
struments, footbags,  teddi-bears  etc.? 
Well  the  judge  went  for  it,  and  I  guess  any- 
one watching  WWIII  under  the  Christmas  tree 
would  too. 

And  so  this  year,  Groton,  the  home  of 
Trident,  may  very  well  hit  the  national 
news  as  the  first  community  to  "dis-arm" 
their  kids  and  create  a  truely  peaceful 
Christmas ! 

Josh 
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At  the  Sept.  21st  Special  Town  Meeting 
in  New  Salem,  eight  articles  submitted  by 
the  1794  Meetinghouse  Preservation  Commi- 
ttee were  unanimously  approved.   The  1794 
MPC  has  been  working  the  past  two  years  to- 
ward the  goal  of  restoring  and  putting  to 
use  the  historic  1794  Meetinghouse.   Last 
winter  the  MPC  applied  for  and  was  informed 
a  grant  had  been  approved  and  would  be  a- 
warded  when  the  following  conditions  had 
been  met:   the  Town  of  New  Salem  owned  the 
property  and  a  five  member  Exhibition  Hall 
Commission  had  been  established  by  a  vote 
of  the  town. 

1794  Meetinghouse,  Inc.  was  established 
for  the  necessary  fund-raising,  planning 
and  maintenance  of  the  building  and  the 
following  were  appointed  by  the  voters  to 
the  Commission:   R.  Bradley  Fisher,  Althea 
M.  Gilmore,  John  F.  Jewett,  Marion  vonMering 
and  Erin  I.  Williams. 

The  sum  of  $2,200.  was  voted  to  be  ap- 
propriated from  funds  in  the  Treasury  to 
pay  the  Town's  expenses  for  an  audit  re- 
quired at  the  completion  of  the  project  and 
legal  and  surveying  fees  incurred  in  the 
taking  of  certain  parcels  of  land. 
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The  schedule  for  FRTA  van  transportation 
for  New  Salem  is  as  follows: 

Mon.   Shopping  at  Victory  Market/Mars. 
Pick  up  time  in  New  Salem  starts 
at  2:30  pm. 
Thurs.   Senior  Citizens  Club  meeting  at 
the  Orange  Senior  Center.   Pick 
up  time  starts  12:30  pm. 
Contact  Rita  Goddard  if  you  want  trans- 
portation for  either  shopping  or  meetingo 
We  do  request  advance  notice  if  you  want  to 
go  on  either  trip.   For  Mon.  trips  contact 
Ms.  Goddard  no  later  than  Fri.   For  Thurs. 
trips  contact  Ms.  Goddard  no  later  than  Wedn, 
A  donation  of  50  cents  round  trip  is  sug- 
gested. 

New  Salem  Council  on  aging  is  growing, 
recently  three  new  members  have  been  appoint- 
ed.  The  Council  also  has  hired  Eileen 
Nordstrom,  of  Warwick,  as  the  Council's  Co- 
ordinatoro   The  Council  hilds  its  meetings 
the  first  Mon.  of  every  month  at  7  pm.  in 
the  town  hall. 

Eileen  Nordstrom 
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Another   season   is   upon  us   and    the   days 
are    getting   shorter   and   perhaps   you've   de- 
cided   to    read    that  book  you've   been   putting 
off   reading.      There   are   several  new  books   at 
the    library.      The    following   is   a   list  of 
recent   acquisitions:      Love,    Medicine   &  Mira- 
cles  by  Bernie    S.    Seigel,   Echoes    in    the   Dark- 
ness,   Misery  by   Stephen  King,   Patriot   Games, 
Microwave   Cooking   for   1   &    2,   Hammer  by  Armanc 
Hammer,    Family  -   The   Ties      That   Bind   and  Gagl 
Spy   Catcher,    It's   All    In  The   Playing  by   Shir- 
ley  MacLaine,    Crystal  Woman      and  more. 

The   book   South   by   Southeast  by  Ray  Ellis 
and  Walter   Cronkite   has   been   placed    in   the 
library   in  memory  of  Harold  W.    Chisholm  by 
friends.      Madeliene   Chisholm,   well  known 
local   artist,   has    given  a  painting  of   the 
Merriam-Fisher  home   on  North  Main   Street   in 
memory  of  her  husband  who   died  Aug.    30   of 
this   year.      The   Merriam-Fisher  home   was 
destroyed  by    fire   caused  by    lighting   in   1912 
and  Mr.    &   Mrs.    Chisholm  built    their  home   on 
the   same    site.      A   little   note   of   interest    is 
the    fact   that    the    town's  next    to   oldest   resi- 
dent,   Roy  M.    Fisher,   was   born   in   the  house 
shown   in    the   painting. 
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The  public  is  invited  to  a  reception  and 
publication  party  for  "The  Millers  River 
Reader",  edited  by  Allen  Young,  a  new  book 
published  by  Millers  River  Publishing  Co. 
fo  Athol. 

The  party  will  be  Thursday  Dec.  10,  at 
6:30  -  8:30  p.m.  at  Torrey  Hall,  St.  John's 
Episcopal  Church,  corner  of  School  and  Park 
Streets,  in  Athol. 

Contributing  writers,  artists  and  photo- 
graphers include:  George  W.  Barnes  II,  Maria 
Shersnow  Barnes,  Ruth  Bassingthwaite ,  Chuck 
Blake,  John  Casella,  Dick  Chaisson,  Robert 
Collen,  Barbara  Ellis,  Amy  Fagin,  Joanna 
Fisher,  Marcia  Gagliardi,  J.R.  Greene,  Lucia 
Huntington,  Irmarie  Jones,  James  P.  Kelley, 
Dennis  Koonz,  Sharon  Mallet,  Joe  Mitko,  Mary 
O'Loughlin,  James  Paulin,  Gene  Pope,  Donald 
Pugh,  Teresa  Quirion,  Paul  Rezendes,  Michael 
Richard,  B.J.  Roche,  Michael  0.  Ryan,  Tad 
Sadowski,  James  Schlessinger ,  Geri  Shepard- 
son,  Maureen  Sherback,  Robert  Steeter, 
Jonathan  von  Ranson,  Roxann  Wedegartner, 
Bruce  Wilson,  Priscilla  Winehill  and  Allen 
Young. 

Refreshment's  will  be  served  compliments 
of  the  sponsor,  the  Athol  Historical  Society 
Many  contributors  to  the  anthology  will  be 
present,  and  books  will  be  on  sale. 

For  further  information,  call  249-7612. 
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The  Committee  appointed  to  negiiate 
the  purchase  of  New  Salem  Academy  property 
requested  that   the  following  article  be 
included  in  the  warrant  or  the  special 
town  meeting  held  on  September  21,  1987: 
...to  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise 
and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $3000.  to  be 
used  to  match  a  grant  from  the  Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts  for  the  purpose  of  deter- 
mining the  feasibility  of  acquiring  the 
various  properties  of  New  Salem  Academy; 
etc. 

Passage  of  this  aricle,  which  was 
unanimous,  will  authorize  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  to  apply  for,  accept  and  expend 
any  state,  federal  or  other  grant  funds 
available  to  this  project. 

The  net  asking  price  to  the  Town  of 
New  Salem  is  now  $330,000. 
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The  library  has  a  new  trustee  appointed 
this  summer  to  full  the  unexpired  term  of 
Fritz  vonMering.   Christine  L.  Coolidge,  a 
fairly  new  resident  of  town,  was  appointed 
by  the  Selectmen. 

Althea  M.  Gilmore 
Library  Director 

riiSCoriaTis  of  Quaffcn   Unity 

Recently,  in  response  to  an  invitation  by 
the  "Friends  of  Quabbin",  representatives 
of  7  regional  historical  societies  met  to 
organize  and  coordinate  appropriate  events 
and  activities  to  commemorate  the  50th 
anniversary  year  following  the  termination 
of  4  Commonwealth  towns  by  the  construction 
of  Quabbin  Reservoir. 

The  Quabbin  Valley  Assoc,  of  Historical 
Societies  will  be  kept  informal  with  mini- 
mum structure.   It  is  open  to  all  historical 
societies  who  have  an  interest  in  the  hist- 
ory of  the  Quabbin  region,,   A  historical 
society  may  become  a  member  by  appointing 
1  or  more  reps  to  the  organization.   It  is 
the  expressed  desire  of  the  organization  to 
also  welcome  all  individuals  with  an  inter- 
est in  Quabbin  history  to  attend  meetings 
and  have  input  into  the  planning  and  activ- 
ities of  the  organization. 

Contact  Terry  Campbell  413-323-7221 
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Therapeutic  massage 
in  your  home 


Susan  DunLany,  certified 
phone  544-7425 


TOWN  OF  WENDELL     MASSACHUSETTS     01379 

TOWN  HALL  617  544  3395 
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DURING  NOVEMBER  SEVERAL  PLANNING  BOARD  MEMBERS  ATTENDED  AN 
EXTREMELY  INFORMATIVE  WORKSHOP  SPOSORED  BY  THE  FRANKLIN  COUNTY 
PLANNING  OFFICE.  AS  HALF  OF  THE  GROUP  DISCUSSED  'BASIC  Z0NIN6* 
TOPICS,  THE  OTHER  SECTION  HAD  'HIGH  TECH  ZONING  TOOLS'  AS  ITS 
AGENDA.  FUTURE  ARTICLES  MILL  REVIEW  THE  BASIC  ZONING 
DISCUSSION,  ESPECIALLY  THE  "BACK  LOT'  AND  THE  NUMBER  OF 
DWELLINGS  PER  LOT  ISSUES,  BOTH  OF  WHICH  REQUIRE  IMMEDIATE 
ATTENTION  BY  THE  TOWN.  THE  "HI6H  TECH  TOOLS"  WILL  BE  COVERED 
HERE. 

HIGH  TECH  WAS  USED  TO  INDICATE  THAT  MANY  OF  THE  TOPICS 
DISCUSSED  ARE  RELATIVELY  NEW  APPROACHES  TO  ZONING  AND  ARE  STILL 
BEING  REFINED  BY  THE  TOWNS  THAT  DEVELOPED  THEH  AS  A  RESPONSE  TO 
TREMENDOUS  GROWTH  PRESSURES.  INCLUDED  IN  THE  DISCUSSION  WERE 
CLUSTER  ZONING,  PHASED  GROWTH,  TRANSFERABLE  DEVELOPMENT  RIGHTS, 
DENSITY  DISTRICTS,  AS  WELL  AS,  SITE  PLAN  REVIEW. 

CLUSTER  ZONING  DESCRIBES  THE  PLACEMENT  OF  HOMES  IN  PROXIMITY 
TO  ONE  ANOTHER  RATHER  THAN  EACH  SITUATED  RANDOMLY  ON  THE 
BUILDING  LOT.  MANY  FEEL  THAT  CLUSTERING  PROVIDES  A  MORE 
ATTRACTIVE  OUTCOME  BY  MAXIMIZING  OPEN  SPACE  AS  WELL  AS  GIVING  A 
SHALL  NEIGHBORHOOD  OR  COMMUNITY  LOOK  TO  THE  DEVELOPMENT. 
DEPENDING  ON  THE  ARRANGEMENT,  HOWEVER,  CLUSTERING  MAY  INVOLVE 
SOME  DEVELOPMENT  OF  PRIVATE  ROADS,  OR  CUL-DE-SACS,  THAT  WOULD 
NOT  BE  NECESSARY  IF  THE  HOMES  WERE  PLACED  ON  THE  PUBLIC  WAYS. 
CONSEQUENTLY  THE  TOWN  MAY  HAVE  TO  PROVIDE  SOME  INCENTIVE  TO 
ENCOURAGE  A  DEVELOPER  TO  CLUSTER  HOMES.  USUALLY  THIS  TAKES  THE 
FORM  OF  ALLOWING  HIGHER  DENSITY,  SOMETIMES  THROUGH  THE 
INCLUSION  OF  LAND  THAT  WOULD  NORMALLY  BE  EXCLUDED  FROM 
DEVELOPMENT,  OR  BY  ALLOWING  MULTIPLE  UNIT  HOUSING  ONLY  IN 
CLUSTERED  AREAS.  IT  APPEARS  THAT  TOWNS  CAN  BE  VERY  CREATIVE  IN 
DEVELOPING  A  CLUSTERING  SCHEME  BUT  AS  IT  IS  PART  OF  THE  ZONING 
BY  LAW  IT  REQUIRES  A  2/3  VOTE  AT  TOWN  MEETING. 

WHEREAS  CLUSTER  ZONING  DEALS  WITH  APPEARANCE,  DENSITY,  AND 
OPEN  SPACE  ISSUES,  PHASED  6R0WTH  ADDRESSES  THE  PACE  OF 
DEVELOPMENT.  WENDELL  WOULD  BE  HARD  PRESSED,  IF  NOT  UNABLE,  TO 
PROVIDE  SERVICES  TO  THE  RESIDENTS  OF  A  VERY  LAR6E  DEVELOPMENT 
THAT  WAS  COMPLETED  IN  A  SHORT  TIME  SPAN.  100,  200,  AND  300  UNIT 
SUBDIVISIONS  HAVE  ALREADY  BEEN  PROPOSED  OR  COMPLETED  IN  SMALL 
FRANKLIN  COUNTY  TOWNS.  HOW  WOULD  WENDELL  REACT  TO  THE  SUDDEN 
SURGE  IN  DEMAND  FOR  POLICE  AND  FIRE  PROTECTION,  EDUCATION,  ROAD 
MAINTENANCE,  ETC.''  ONE  ANSWER  IS  PHASED  GROWTH.  PHASED  GROWTH 
HAS  BEEN  USED  BY  SOME  TOWNS  TO  LIMIT  THE  PACE  OF  6R0WTH  SO  AS 
TO  PROTECT  THE  HEALTH,  SAFETY,  AND  WELFARE  OF  ITS  INHABITANTS. 
WHEN  SUCCESSFUL  THESE  TOWNS  HAVE  ESTABLISHED  OBJECTIVE  CRITERIA 
RELATED  TO  THEIR  CAPACITY  TO  PROVIDE  SERVICES  AS  WELL  AS 
CONCRETE  PLANS  AS  TO  HOW  THEY  WOULD  INCREASE  THIS  CAPACITY.  FOR 
INSTANCE  WE  HAVE  JUST  DEALT  WITH  A  SIMILAR  ISSUE  IN  OUR  SCHOOL 
AND  WE  HAVE  ELECTED  TO  INCREASE  CAPACITY.  IF  A  PROJECT  OR  THE 
TOTAL  OF  ALL  PROJECTS  EXCEEDS  THE  SERVICE  CAPACITY  OF  THE  TOWN, 
A  PHASED  GROWTH  PLAN  CAN  BE  TRIGGERED  THAT  STIPULATES  HOW  MANY 
NEW  UNITS  CAN  BE  BUILT  EACH  YEAR,  OR  PHASED  IN,  WHILE  THE  TOWN 
ACTS  TO  INCREASE  ITS  SERVICE  CAPACITY.  DURING  THIS  TIME  ISSUE 
OF  BUILDING  PERMITS  WOULD  BE  LIMITED.  ONCE  THE  TOWN  CAN  MEET  AN 
INCREASED  LEVEL  OF  DEMAND  THE  PHASED  GROWTH  PLAN  WOULD  BE 
DEACTIVATED  UNTIL  THE  NEXT  TIME  SERVICE  CAPACITY  IS  EXCEEDED. 
PHASED  GROWTH,  THEREFORE,  ALLOWS  THE  TOWN  TO  CONTROL  THE  PACE 
OF  DEVELOPMENT  ACCORDING  TO  THE  TOWN'S  ABILITY  TO  PROVIDE 
SERVICES.  HOPEFULLY  IT  PREVENTS  THE  FEELING  EXPRESSED  IN  HANi 
TOWNS  THAT  "THINGS  CHANGED  TOO  MUCH  TOO  FfiSI  AND  HOW  IT'S  100 
LATE  TO  GET  A  HANDLE  ON  IT.'  LIKE  CLUSTER  Z0NIN6  PHASED  GROWTH 
REPRESENTS  A  CHANGE  IN  THE  ZONING  BYLAW  AND  REQUIRES  A  2/3  VOTE 
AT  TOWN  MEETING. 

I  FIND  TRANSFERABLE  DEVELOPMENT  RIGHTS,  OR  TDR'S,  VERY 
INTERESTING.  IF  USED  PRUDENTLY,  TDR'S  ALLOW  SIGNIFICANT  OR 
UNIQUE  PARCELS  TO  BE  PRESERVED  WITHOUT  THE  OWNER  FOREGOING 


FINANCIAL  GAIN.  THERE  ARE  MANY  OLD  FARMSTEADS  ABUTTING  THE 
CENTER  OF  TOWN  THAT  CERTAINLY  PROVIDE  WENDELL  WITH  A  RURAL 
CHARACTER.  IF  THE  OWNERS  WERE  ABLE  TO  SELL  THE  BUILDING  RIGHTS, 
WHICH  IS  BASICALLY  THE  ABILITY  TO  OBTAIN  BUILDING  PERMITS,  TO  A 
DEVELOPER  WHOSE  PROJECT  IS  SOMEWHERE  ELSE  IN  TOWN,  THEN  THESE 
VALUEABLE  PARCELS  COULD  REMAIN  OPEN  LAND.  THE  TOWN  CAN  MAKE 
THIS  CONCEPT  ATTRACTIVE  TO  DEVELOPERS  BY  ALLLOWING  DENSITY  TO 
BE  INCREASED  WHEREVER  TDR'S  ARE  USED.  FOR  EXAMPLE,  A  DEVELOPER 
WHO  BUYS  A  48  ACRE  PARCEL  ON  STAR  ROUTE  PLANS  TO  DIVIDE  THE 
LAND  INTO  SIXTEEN  3  ACRE  LOTS.  THEN  HE/SHE  COULD  BUY  THE 
DEVELOPMENT  RIGHTS  TO  ANOTHER  36  ACRE  PARCEL,  THE  EQUIVALENT  OF 
TWELVE  MORE  3  ACRE  LOTS,  FROM  A  LANDOWNER  IN  THE  CENTER  OF 
TOWN.  WITH  APPROVAL  FROM  THE  TOWN,  THE  DEVELOPER  COULD  USE  THE 
TDR'S  AND  CREATE  TWENTY-EIGHT  1.7  ACRE  LOTS  ON  THE  STAR  ROUTE 
PROJECT.  THE  END  RESULT  WOULD  BE  36  ACRES  OF  OPEN  SPACE  IN  THE 
CENTER  OF  TOWN  AND  48  ACRES  WITH  SOMEWHAT  DENSER  HOUSING  ON 
STAR  ROUTE.  IF  THE  DEVELOPER  COULD  BE  PERSUADED  THROUGH 
ADDITIONAL  INCENTIVES  TO  CONSIDER  CLUSTERING  THE  HOMES  ON  THE 
STAR  ROUTE  PARCEL,  LET'S  SAY  BY  ALLOWING  1.5  ACRE  LOTS  OR  A 
TOTAL  OF  32  LOTS,  THEN  OPEN  SPACE  COULD  BE  PRESERVED  ON  STAR 
ROUTE  AS  WELL.  OBVIOUSLY  THIS  IS  JUST  AN  EXAMPLE,  THE  ACTUAL 
TDR  PLAN  WOULD  REQUIRE  A  GREAT  DEAL  OF  DISCUSSION  AND  INPUT. 
THE  ISSUE,  HOWEVER,  TOUCHES  ON  A  RELATED  TOPIC,  DENSITY 
DISTRICTS,  WHEREBY  THE  TOWN  SPECIFIES  THE  MAXIMUM  DENSITY  IN 
VARIOUS  SECTIONS  OF  TOWN.  SOME  TOWNSPEOPLE  HAVE  ALREADY 
EXPRESSED  AN  INTEREST  IN  ZONING  THAT  ALLOWS  HI6HER  DENSITY  IN 
THE  VILLAGE  CENTERS,  AS  THE  DEPOT,  LOCKS  VILLAGE  THE  COMMON, 
AND  OTHERS  WE  IDENTIFY,  AND  THAT  ESTABLISHES  LOWER  DENSITY  IN 
THE  OUTLYING  SECTIONS  OF  TOWN.  DENSITY  DISTRICTS,  OR  VARIABLE 
DENSITY  ZONING,  WILL  REQUIRE  A  CLOSE  EXAMINATION  OF  THE  LAND  TO 
DETERMINE  HOW  MANY  WELLS  AND  SEPTIC  SYSTEMS  A  PARTICULAR  AREA 
CAN  SUPPORT  AS  WELL  AS  THE  LOCATION  OF  WETLANDS  AND  UNIQUE 
FEATURES  THAT  WILL  REQUIRE  PROTECTION. 

UNFORTUNATELY  TDR'S  REQUIRE  THAT  A  DEVELOPER  OF  ONE  PARCEL 
AND  AN  OWNER  OF  ANOTHER  BOTH  HAVE  A  COMMON  INTEREST  AT  THE  SAME 
MOMENT  IN  TIME  -  AN  EVENT  THAT  IS  UNLIKELY  TO  OCCUR  WITH  ANY 
REGULARITY.  AN  IMPORTANT  ALTERNATIVE  THAT  WOULD  STILL  ALLOW  THE 
PRESERVATION  OF  SOME  OPEN  SPACE  IS  ESTATE  PLANNING.  IN  SETTLING 
AN  ESTATE  THERE  MAY  BE  SIGNIFICANT  TAX  ADVANTAGES  TO  MAKING  A 
GIFT  OF  PART  OF  THE  ESTATE  TO  THE  TOWN.  CERTAINLY  ESTATE 
PLANNING  MERITS  CONSIDERATION  BY  THOSE  WHO  WOULD  LIKE  TO  HAVE 
SOME  SAY  IN  WHAT  HAPPENS  IN  THE  FUTURE  TO  AT  LEAST  A  PORTION  OF 
THEIR  LAND. 

MANY  WHO  READ  ABOUT  THESE  CONCEPTS  WILL  INDEED  HAVE  A 
NEGATIVE  REACTION.  SOME  HAVE  SAID  THAT  THEY  CAME  TO  WENDELL  TO 
GET  AWAY  FROM  THIS  KIND  OF  STUFF.  OTHERS  FEEL  THAT  WE  SHOULD 
ALLOW  THINGS  TO  FOLLOW  THEIR  OWN  COURSE  AND  IF  DEVELOPMENT  IS 
IN  THE  CARDS  THEN  WE  SHOULD  LET  IT  HAPPEN.  SOME  JUST  FEEL  THAT 
WE  ARE  OVER-REACTING:  NONE  OF  THIS  DEVELOPMENT  WILL  HAPPEN 
HERE.  THOSE  OF  US  WHO  HAVE  SPOKEN  TO  OFFICIALS  OF  OTHER  TOWNS 
STRUGGLING  TO  PROTECT  THE  CHARACTER  OF  THEIR  TOWN  FROM  THE 
ONSLAUGHT  OF  DEVELOPERS  REALIZE  THAT  IT  IS  BETTER  TO  BE 
PREPARED  FOR  WHAT  IS  SURELY  AHEAD.  FOR  US  IT  IS  NO  L0N6ER  A 
QUESTION  OF  WHETHER  WENDELL  WILL  BE  DEVELOPED,  IT  IS  A  MATTER 
OF  WHEN  IT  WILL  HAPPEN,  WHERE  IT  WILL  OCCUR,  AND  WHAT  THE  TOWN 
WILL  LOOK  LIKE  WHEN  ITS  DONE.  THE  QUESTION,  THEREFORE, WE  ASK  IS 
WHO  WILL  DECIDE  THE  ANSWERS  TO  THE  WHEN,  WHERE  AND  HOW? 
WE  ARE  OPTIMISTIC  SINCE  WE  REALIZE  THAT  WE  STILL  HAVE  TIME, 
ALTHOUGH  NOT  MUCH,  TO  MAKE  SOME  IMPORTANT  DECISIONS  THAT  WILL 
POSITIVELY  INFLUENCE  THE  ANSWERS  TO  ALL  THESE  QUESTIONS.  AND 
MOST  IMPORTANT,  AS  HAS  BEEN  DEMONSTRATED  TIME  AFTER  TIME,  OUR 
GREATEST  STRENGTH  IS  A  CITIZENRY  THAT  TRULY  CARES  WHAT  HAPPENS 
TO  ITS  TOWN.  WE  ARE  CONFIDENT  THAT  YOU  WILL  JOIN  US  IN 
DETERMINING  THESE  ISSUES.  LONG  RANGE  PLANNING  MEETINGS  HAVE 
BEGUN.  PLEASE  COME  AND  SHARE  YOUR  SUGGESTIONS  AND  CRITICISMS. 


JERRY  BARILLA 
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Despite  Reagan's  effort  to  stop  it,  our 
government  is  still  helping  people  with  lim- 
ited incomes  to  become  homeowners.   On  the 
south  side  of  Montague  Road,  less  than  a 
mile  from  Wendell  Center,  four  new  houses 
are  visible.   Almost  everyone  in  Wendell 
must  have  seen  them  under  construction  dur- 
ing the  past  year.   The  owners  (or  future 
owners)  of  three  of  these  houses  have  now 
moved  in,  though  some  further  work  is  still 
needed. 

The  Farmers'  Home  Administration,  a  Fed- 
eral agency,  supplies  all  the  funds,  grant- 
ting  the  owner  a  mortgage  at  an  interest 
rate  which  depends  on  his  or  her  income.   It 
can  be  as  low  as  one  percent.   The  owner  is 
required  to  work  on  the  construction  thirty 
hours  a  week.   No  down  payment  is  required 
and  mortgage  payments  do  not  begin  until  a 
reasonable  time  for  construction  has  passed 
so  the  prospect  will  not  have  to  make  both 
rent  and  mortgage  payments  at  the  same  time. 
He  or  she  must  pay  for  homeowners  insurance 
and  buy  tools  for  contruction.   Those  are 
the  only  starting  expenses. 

The  owners  do  the  carpentry.   Other  work, 
including  plumbing,  electrical  and  dry  wall 
are  done  commercially.   The  program  is  ad- 
ministered by  Rural  Housing  Improvement, 
Inc.,  a  private  nonprofit  organization  which 
has  done  most  of  its  work  in  Worcester  Coun- 
ty.  The  construction  supervisor  for  Rural 
Housing  told  me  that  among  the  owners  on 
his  many  projects  were  people  of  all  kinds, 
even  including  some  who  knew  so  little  of 
carpentry  that  in  driving  nails  they  held 
the  hammer  with  both  hands. 

The  Farmers'  Home  Administration  has 
twelve  designs  adapted  for  different  sizes 
of  families,  and  the  prospective  owner  is 
usually  allowed  to  chose  between  four  de- 
signs.  Three  of  the  houses  here  on  Monta- 
gue Road  are  of  the  salt  box  design,  cor- 
rectly oriented  facing  south,  away  from  the 
road  since  they  are  on  the  south  side  of  it. 

The  four  new  owners  seem  happy  with  their 
new  homes.   One  of  them,  who  happens  to  be 
my  neighbor,  said  that  he  could  not  have 
afforded  to  buy  a  house  without  the  help  he 
has  received.   However,  he  is  critical  of 
one  thing,  that  the  walls  are  all  covered 
with  sheetrock  which  makes  the  interior  look 
like  a  suburban  house,  not  a  woodsy  house 
that  would  fit  the  environment.   I  fully 
agree  with  his  preference  and  have  used  very 
little  sheetrock  in  mine.   If  I  had  to  build 
my  house  over,  I  would  use  even  less.   My 
neighbor  says  that  with  children  in  the 
house,  white  painted  sheetrock  walls  can 
soon  be  marred. 

One  further  criticism  occurs  to  me.   The 
houses  are  too  near  the  road.   A  local  or- 
dinance requiring  all  building  to  be  a  dis- 
tance away  from  the  road  would  help  to  pre- 
serve the  rural  appearance  of  our  township* 

Julian  Wadleigh 


MIKE  WINQ 
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Commercial  and  Residential 
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7/  6/87   Frederick  R.  Bardsley,  Sr.  to  David 

and  Sandra  Bardsley,  50A  &  bldg.  on  Wen- 
dell Depot  Road. 
7/  7/87   Bruce  Scott,  Jr.  to  Gerda  Swedowsky 

2.5A  on  Bullard  Pasture  Road. 
7/  9/87   Walter  Jones  to  Haldiman  &  Judith 

Putnam,  14A  in  the  Southwest  section  of 

Wendell. 
7/10/87   Bruce  Scott  Jr.  to  Elizabeth  and 

Donald  Cronk,  2.6A  on  Bullard  Pasture  Rd. 
8/2  1/87  Joseph  and  Susan  Williams  to  Com- 

pagnone  and  Blues,  4 . 6A  on  Davis  Turn. 
8/21/87   Lorraine  and  Kenneth  Wing,  Sr.  to 

Joann  Aalfs,  2A  on  Montague  Rd. 
8/25/87   Bruce  and  Christina  Cohen  to  Matt 

and  Laurie  Stamel,  approx.  7A  &  bldgs. 

on  Locke  Village  Rd . 
9/  8/87  Allyn  and  Joan  Coombs  to  Sharon 

Lee  Stadnick,  10+A  on  Stone  Road. 
9/23/87  Allyn  and  Joan  Coombs  to  Tullio 

Pederzini,  5.5A  on  Stone  Road. 
9/23/87  Allyn  and  Joan  Coombs  to  Harriet 

Wertman,  16+A  on  Stone  Road. 
9/27/87  Allyn  and  Joan  Coombs  to  Anthony 

nd  Frances  Martino,  17+A  on  Stone  Road. 
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6  residential  additions 

3  sheds 

2  garages 

1  wood  stove  inspection  &  permit 

1  temporary  trailer 


i3  permits  total 


Hows  it  uoin? 


During  her  first  three  months  of  work, 
General  Municipal  Assistant,  Janice  Barrett 
has  worked  mainly  for  the  Tax  Collector, 
Treasurer,  and  Assessors.   When  she  has  had 
a  spare  minute,  she  has  been  filling  her 
time  by  working  on  a  street  list  for  the 
town,  and  organizing  and  filing  for  other 
departments.   In  addition,  she  has  been 
attending  certain  town  board  meetings,  such 
as  selectmen's  meetings,  to  become  more 
familiar  with  town  government  operations. 

The  Committee  agreed  to  keep  Janice  on 
thi3  schedule  into  the  fall:  2  days  a  week 
for  the  Tax  Collector,  and  1  day  each  for 
the  Assessor  and  Treasurer.   Her  5th  day  per 
week  will  be  divided  between  other  depart- 
ments on  a  need  basis,  and  any  extra  time 
she  may  have  will  be  used  for  "off-the- 
shelf"  projects  that  she  can  pursue  indepen- 
dently, such  as  the  street  list. 

Daniel  Keller,  Chair 

General  Municipal  Assistant  Steering 

Committee 


Opp. n  SfCLCf.  erne  Upc .  yCxx\ 

Last  April  we  reported  that  a  committee 
was  hard  at  work  writing  an  Open  Space  Plan 
and  the  first  draft  was  completed  by  August 
1st.   This  draft,  complete  except  for  some 
map  work  is  being  circulated  amongst  Town, 
County  and  State  officials  for  comments  and 
suggestions . 

To  quote  from  the  preface  to  170  -  page 
document: 

"Municipal  planning  enables  towns  to  use 
resources  logically  to  achieve  future  goals. 
Two  programs,  (a.)  the  Federal  Land  and  Wa- 
ter Conservation  Fund,  and  (b.)  the  Massa- 
chusetts Self-Help  Program,  assist  towns  in 
land  aquisition  for  recreation  and  for  con- 
servation purposes. 

"To  qualify  for  either,  a  recreation  and/ 
or  conservation  plan  must  be  submitted  and 
approved.   This  process  is  mandated  to  en- 
sure that  the  monies  will  be  expended  to  a- 
chieve  reasonalble  goals  in  accord  with  a 
public  policy  which  is  thus  locally  under- 
stood, exercising  responsible  stewardship  of 
funds  and  lands". 

"Selectman  Michael  Idoine  -  requested  the 
development  of  an  Open  Space  Plan  on  behalf 
of  the  Selectboard  in  December,  1985.   The 
Board  has  felt  for  some  time  the  need  for  a 
Plan.    Earlier  Selectboard  attempts  to  a- 
cquire  recreation  land  in  the  town  center 
failed  in  part  because  of  the  lack  of  a 
Plan.   It  was  felt  that  the  drafting  pro- 
cess could  only  help  to  establish  better 
communicatLonamong  the  town  boards  concerned 
with  planning  issues." 

In  April  1986  and  a  year  later  in  May 
1987,  questionaires  were  circulated  to  poll 
the  voters'  views  on  pertinent  issues.   Data 
was  compiled  from  a  wide  variety  of  sources 
to  give  a  complete  inventory  of  our  resour- 
ces and  provide  a  detailed  profile  of  our 
town.   Having  assembled  all  this  information 
the  committee  analyzed  our  needs,  establish- 
ed goals  and  objectives,  and  submitted  a 
plan  to  accomplish  them. 

Appendices  supply  information  from  the 
questionaires,  a  soil  survey,  and  extensive 
historical  materials  concerning  the  devel- 
opement  of  the  town  and  builders  responsible 
for  its  houses  and  public  buildings. 

The  folks  on  the  working  committee  who 
prepared  the  document  included: 
Conservation  Commission  Members, 

Neal  Feltman 
Mason  Phelps 
Charles  Smith 
Wendell  Residents, 

Chris  Neill 
Bob  Ellis 
Bill  Laffley 
and  Planning  Consultants, 

Barbara  Hopson 
Jennifer  Jillson 
Many  others  have  helped  with  special  sec- 
tions and  given  us  advice  and  encouragements 
A  principal  concern  which  appeared  from 
the  responses  to  both  questionnaires  is  out 
aquifer  and  its  capacity  to  sustain  addi- 
tional population  growth.   Grant  monies 
hve  been  secured  to  fund  a  study  of  our  a- 
quifer  and  its  potential  by  a  U.Mass.  grad- 
uate student  under  the  supervision  of  Prof. 
Ward  Motts  of  the  Dept.  of  Geology. 

Eventually  the  complete  Plan,  maps  and 
all,  will  be  published  with  the  aid  of  a 
grant  from  the  Franklin  County  Conservation 
District,  who  also  funded  the  special  plann- 
ing consultants.  Meanwhile,  the  draft  suf- 
fices to  qualify  our  town  for  monies  under 
the  state  and  federal  programs  mentioned  at 
the  beginning  of  this  article,  and  existence 
of  the  draft  help  secure  the  grant  for  aqui- 
fer study. 

As  the  Town  continues  to  grow  and  as  the 
implementation  of  the  planning  process 
brings  us  nearer  to  our  goals,  the  Plan  is 
to  be  grought  up  to  date.   When  printed  cop- 
ies become  available,  notice  will  be  given 
through  the  WENDELL  POST. 

Charles  Smith 


October,  1987 

Conservation  Commission 


The  Conservation  Commission  thought  it 
would  be  a  nice  idea  to  let  Wendell  residents 
know  what  they've  been  up  to  this  past  year. 
Here's  our  report: 

In  Oct.  of  1986,  the  Commission,  at  the 
request  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  under 
took  the  responsibility  of  compiling  an 
Open  Space  Plan  for  the  Town.   The  Commiss- 
ion applied  for  and  received,  a  grant  from 
the  Franklin  Conservation  District  for 
staff  and  printing  assistance  in  drafting 
the  Plan. 

After  7  months  of  diligent  effort,  a 
draft  Open  Space  Plan  has  been  completed 
and  is  being  circulated  amongst  various 
Town  Boards  for  comment.   The  final  version 
should  be  available  by  year's  end. 

One  result  of  the  Open  Space  process  was 
to  highlight  the  need  for  accurate  informa- 
tion about  our  aquifers  so  we  can  determine 
what  parts  of  Town  can  reasonabley  be 
expected  to  support  further  residential  dev- 
elopment, and  what  parts  cannot,  based  on 
the  known  carrying  capacity  of  the  aquifer. 
We  were  notified  last  week  that  our  grant 
application  for  monies  to  fund  a  graduate 
student  at  U  Mass.,  Amherst  under  Professor 
Ward  Motts  of  the  Geology  Dept.  has  been 
approved.   Thus  we  can  reasonably  expect 
the  results  from  this  study  within  a  year. 

In  addition  to  these  special  projects,  we 
do  our  regular  work  to  enforce  the  wetlands 
act — making  determinations  as  to  its  appli- 
cability.  In  order  to  up-grade  our  exper- 
tise in  this  work  we  attend  workshops  on  the 
act  and  the  indicative  fauna,  its  reference 
to  wildlife,  and  proposed  changes  and 
amplifications  of  the  act.   The  act  applies 
to  private  and  public  construction  projects. 

In  addition  to  our  responsibility  for  the 
Wetlands  Act  in  the  Town,  we  have  worked 
with  the  Commonwealth  to  mitigate  the  effects 
of  the  Route  2  Bridge  project  at  Wendell 
Depot,  on  the  river  and  the  river  bank. 
This  project  is  scheduled  to  be  completed 
around  Sept.  1988.   We  expect  to  keep  a 
watchful  eye  on  this  project. 

In  order  to  take  advantage  of  the  full 
legal  powers,  which  might  avail  to  help 
control  residential  development  in  the  Town, 
we  have  reviewed  the  conservation  by-laws 
adopted  by  Shutesbury,  making  a  few  modifi- 
cations, and  have  passed  them  on  to  the 
Selectboard  to  put  on  the  Warrent  of  the 
next  convenient  Special  Town  Meeting.   It 
would  be  helpful  if  the  other  Boards  would 
co-sponsor  this  by-law. 

Finally  we  would  like  to  remind  the 
Town  that  a  volunteer  3-menber  Board  cannot 
pretend  to  see  all  and  know  all:  we  depend 
on  the  active  cooperation  of  other  Town 
Boards  to  do  our  job,  as  well  as  the  citi- 
zens in  general  to  bring  to  our  attention 
whatever  may  need  attention  under  the  prov- 
isions of  the  Wetlands  Act. 

Respectfully  submitted: 
Neal  Feltman 
Mason  Phelps 
Charles  Smith 
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Wildlife  habitat  was  added  to  the  list  of 
wetlands  protected  by  the  Massachusetts  Wet- 
lands Protection  Act,  under  new  regulations 
that  became  effective  November  1. 

The  change  gives  Conservation  Commissions 
additional  guidelines  when  issuing  permits 
for  projects  in  or  directly  adjacent  to  wet- 
lands.  Commissions  are  now  charged  with  pro 
tecting  areas  "which  due  to  their  plant  com- 
munity composition  and  structure,  hydrologic 
regime,  ar  other  characteristecs ,  provide 
important  food,  shelter,  migratory  or  over- 
wintering areas,  or  breeding  areas  for  wild- 
life."  Commissions  now  have  the  authority 
to  deny  permits  for  activities  that  diminish 
the  value  of  wetlands  as  wildlife  habitat. 

The  new  regulations  apply  only  to  habitat 
in  wetlands  and  do  not  protect  non-wetland 
areas  or  in  any  way  change  the  definition  of 
a  wetland  or  increase  the  amount  of  area 
protected  under  the  Wetlands  Act. 

Under  the  Wetlands  Act,  anyone  planning 
to  do  any  building  or  in  any  way  alter  a 
marsh,  swamp,  bog,  wet  meadow,  stream,  bank 
or  pond  must  file  a  Notice  of  Intent  with 
the  Conservation  Commission.   If  it  is  un- 
clear whether  the  land  is  a  wetland  of  if 
the  work  is  to  take  place  within  a  100  foot 
"buffer  zone"  around  a  wetland,  a  Request 
for  Determination  should  be  filed  with  the 
Conservation  Commission  so  they  can  deter- 
mine if  the  area  is  a  wetland,  if  the  pro- 
posed activity  will  cause  a  significant  al- 
teration, or  if  a  Notice  of  Intent  is  re- 
quired.  It  is  up  to  the  Conservation  Com- 
mission to  decide  if  the  proposed  work  will 
affect  values  of  wetlands  stated  in  the 
Wetlands  Act.   Seven  other  values  besides 
wildlife  are  already  listed  in  the  Act. 
They  include  protection  of  public  and  pri- 
vate water  supplies,  protection  of  ground- 
water, flood  control,  storm  damage  preven- 
tion, prevention  of  pollution,  protection 
of  fisheries  and  protection  of  shellfish. 
Based  upon  a  Notice  of  Intent,   Conservation 
Commissions  may  issue  Orders  of  Conditions 
to  ensure  the  work  does  not  damage  any  of 
these  values  of  a  wetland. 

Instructions  and  forms  for  filing  Request 
for  Determination  and  Notices  of  Intent  are 
available  from  the  Conservation  Commission. 

The  November  1  changes  to  the  wetland  ref 
gulations  are  also  important  because  they 
contain  procedures  that  will  help  to  pro- 
tect rare,  threatened,  and  endangered  anim- 
al  species  that  live  in  wetlands,  and  tem- 
porary "vernal  pool"  habitats  that  are  im- 
portant amphibian  breeding  grounds. 

The  Massachusetts  Natural  Heritage  Pro- 
gram in  Boston  keeps  maps  of  the  occurances 
of  rare  and  endangered  species  all  over  the 
State o   The  locations  of  these  occurances 
are  recorded  on  Estimated  Habitat  Maps. 
Under  the  new  regulations,  applicants  who 
file  a  Notice  of  Intent  are  required  to 
check  to  see  if  their  project  is  located  wi- 
thin the  estimated  habitat  of  a  rare  or  en- 
dangered animal.   If  it  is,  a  form  must  be 
filed  with  the  Heritage  Program  and  a  deci- 
sion will  be  made  on  whether  a  project  will 
further  endanger  the  species „   Maps  of  rare 
animal  habitat  against  which  nrojects  must 
be  checked  are  available  from  the  Conserva- 
tion Commission.    This  only  affects  pro- 
jects in  or  near  wetlands  that  were  already 
covered  by  the  Wetlands  Act.   Projects  that 
are  not  in  wetlands  do  not  have  to  be  check- 
ed against  the  maps. 

The  Heritage  Program  maps  are  in  no  way 
complete.   In  fact,  there  are  no  mapped  oc- 
curances or  rare  or  endangered  species  in 
the  relatively  unpopulated  and  unsurveyed 
town  of  Wendell,  so  today  there  are  no  maps 
to  check  for  occurances.   The  way  this  new 
program  will  work  best  is  if  people  who 
identify  rare  animals  in  town  submit  records 
to  the  Heritage  Program.    By  listing  loca- 
tions of  rare  animals  before  their  habitat 
is  threatened,  mew  maps  can  be  issued  and 
rare  animals  can  best  be  protected. 


The  Massachusetts  Division  of  Fisheries 
and  Wildlife  is  charged  under  the  new  regu- 
lations with  mapping  and  certifying  areas 
as  vernal  pool  habitat.   Once  certified  by 
the  Division,  these  wetlands  are  presumed 
to  be  significant  to  wildlife  and  are  afford 
ed  some  protection  under  the  State  Wetlands 
Act.   Again,  because  the  idea  of  protecting 
vernal  pools  is  relatively , new,  there  are  no 
certified  vernal  pools  in  most  towns,  in- 
cluding Wendell.   Some  towns,  such  as  Am- 
herst have  organized  vernal  pool  surveys  to 
map  wetlands  in  the  spring  when  they  are 
full  of  water  and  can  be  checked  for  frogs 
and  salamanders.  Although  there  are  no 
plans  to  survey  Wendell's  ponds  this  year, 
it  would  be  nice  to  begin  to  start  mapping 
pools  in  the  near  future.  Wendell  is  full 
of  small  wooded  wetlands  that  serve  as  wood 
frog  and  salamander  habitat,  as  anyone  who 
has  ventured  out  to  watch  salamanders  and 
listen  to  wood  frogs  on  the  first  warm  rainy 
night  in  late  March  or  early  April  will  at- 
test. _,  .     .    „  . ., ., 

Christopher  Neill 

all  wDtftnana 

"Having  fun    is   hard  work"   said  Al 
Diemand   of  Wendell   as  he   participated    in 
the   1987  Mass,    4-H   Salute    to  Excellence 
Program  recently.      Al  was   Franklin  County's 
4-H  volunteer  nominee    this   year  -  one   of 
twentyfour  of  Massachusetts'    outstanding 
4-H  volunteers.      He    attended   a   three-day 
program  which    included   banquets,    tours   of 
Boston's  historical   and   cultural   sites,    a 
reception    in    the   John  Hancock   Tower  Obser- 
vatory  and   other   special   recognition  events, 

Involved  with  4-H  Camp  Howe    for   22 'years 
he   has    served   on   a  variety  of   committees 
and   in   a  number  of   roles   -   currently   as 
vice-president.      To  many   people,   Al   Diemand 
means   4-H  Camp  Howe.      Through  his   effors, 
the   Diemand    (Dining)   Hall  was  built,   new 
cabins    and   ground   improvements  have   proceed- 
ed with   the  help   of   the   Franklin  County 
Technical   School   and  many  Franklin   County 
youth  have   received   camperships    to   enable 
them   to   attend  4-H   Camp  Howe. 

Cuts  JOftnocrftitc  ♦Wufys 

The  Franklin  County  Democratic  Association 
held  a  special  awards  brunch  at  Bricker's  in 
the  fall  to  recognize  a  few  people  who  had 
done  a  great  deal  for  the  Democrats.   Al 
Diemand  was  one  of  four  individuals  who  was 
honored  at  this  occassion.   Congratulations, 
Mr.  Diemand I 
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Ah  books!   Recently  Judy  Pratt,  Sylvia 
and  Gretchen  Wetherby  and  Miz  Davis  took  a 
trip  to  the  New  England  Book  Fair  in  Newton 
Heights  Mass.   It  is  a  warehouse  filled  with 
new  books  at  discount  prices.   We  had  sever- 
al hundred  dollars  to  spend  on  our  young  ad- 
ult non-fiction  section  and  only  several 
hours  in  which  to  choose  from  the  thousands 
of  titlesll   It  was  fortunate  Gretchen  was 
with  us  having  a  true  sense  of  what  a  young 
adult  may  need  to  read  about. 

We  as  the  trustees,  also  hoped  that  these 
books  would  overlap  and  be  useful  as  adult 
non-fiction  as  well.   Some  of  out  new  titles 
are:   "Water  for  the  World",  byFranklin  M. 
Branley,  "What's  inside  of  Animals?",  by 
Herbert  S.  Zim,  "Georgia  O'Keefe ,  The  Wide- 
ness  and  Wonder  of  Her  World",  by  Beverly 
Sherman,  and  "The  Encyclopedia  of  Needle- 
work", and  many  more. 

We  have  also  gotten  in  some  new  cassette 
tapes  with  read  along  books:   A  few  are; 
Pochahontas,  Vivaldi,  Dinosaurs,  Halley's 
Comet. 

We  aslo  have  an  album  entitled  American 
Indian  Dance  (Folkways  Records)  which  can 
be  found  downstairs  and  checked  out. 

The  Friends  of  the  Wendell  Free  Library 
are  looking  for  new  members.   It  is  a  volun- 
teer group  that  could  sponsor  fund  raisers, 
story  hours,  puppet  shows  and  consult  on 
titles  with  the  library  trustees.   A  fun 
and  interesting  community  group  that  needs 
both  adults  and  young  adults. 

all  544-6252  for 
info 
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VICT0R1A-X  STYLES 

Repair,  Restoration,  &  Renovation 

FULLY  LICENSED  AND  INSURED 


Douglas  Tanner 
P.O.  Box  193.  Wendell.  MA  01379  (617)544-2067 


Brontasaur  Crane  Spotted  in  Wendell  Depot! 


Groups  Tkal  KfW 

Here's  a  Who's  Who  of  Route  2  Environ- 
mental Coalition  groups  and  representatives: 

Wendell  Concerned  Citizens — many  people 
in  the  Town  of  Wendell 

Bear  Mountain  Preservation  Association — 
Anne  Zak  et  al 

Massachusetts  Audubon — Arleen  O'Donnell, 
Robie  Hubley       rPricilla  Chapman 

The  Sierra  Club  ^Elisa  Campbell 

Trout  Unlimited — Charlie  Olchowski, 
Myron  Becker 

Conn.  River  Watershed  Council — Mason 
Phelps 

Millers  River  Watershed  Council — Henry 
Waidlich.  Paul  Rezendes,  Bob  Gray 

Mass.  Association  of  Conservation  Commis- 
sions— Alexandra  Dawson 

Mass.  Wildlife  Federation    Wayne  Davis 

New  England  Rivers  Center   Bruce  Stedman 

Thanks  to  them  and  the  Wendell  Board  of 
Selectmen,  represented  by  Jim  Slavas,  the 
Route  2  question  has  gotten  a  proper  hear- 
ing followed  by  a  decision  that  helps  pro- 
tect public  lands  everywhere  in  the  state. 


••••• 

ROUTE  TWO  HAIKU 

The  ways  for  keeping 

Route  Two  off  our  Bear  Mountain 

are  as  many  as 

berries  in  the  box 

from  a  day's  patient  picking 

at    the  wood's   safe   edge. 
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"We  cordially  Invite  you  to  go  with  us  jn  imagin- 
ation, guided  by  one  who  knows  whereof  he  tells,  to 
view  the  past,  so  greatly  superior  to  the  present. 
Ho  doubt  you  will  Inquire:  Where  are  the  forests, 
and  cattle  upon  the  hills?  Well,  after  you  went  away, 
enterprise  came  in,  and  we,  like  Esau,  foolishly  sold 
the  birthright  given  us,  and  lost  the  blessing  we 
might  have  had.  Commerce  carried  away  the  forests  to 
build  and  beautify  the  cities  and  villages,  paying  us, 
it  may  be,  honestly  enough.  The  consequence  is  sad 
enough,  as  you  must  see;  for  these  noble  old  forests 
and  trees  are  all  fallen  and  gone,  and  in  their  places 
are  ten  thousand  saplings  that  only  remind  us  or  our 
folly.  But,  like  the  prodigal,  we  are  beginning  to 
come  to  ourselves,  and  regret  the  past,  and  do  hope 
tnat  we  shall  soon  be  soundly  converted,  with  no  pos- 
sibility of  falling  from  grace,  but  of  being  kept, 
through  faith,  from  the  sins  that  have  well  nigh 


ugh 
ruined  our  prospects. 


Reverend  B.B.  Cutler 
Centennial  Celebration  of 

Wendell  Congregational 

Church,  1874 


Michael  Brenneman 
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bear  in  mind  that  a  healthy  economy  is  enhanced  by  a 
protected  environment. 

that  this  event — the  "show-don ' t-tell"  ap- 
proach— clinched  the  fight. 

The  actions  all  had  in  common  that  they 
smelled  unquestionably  of  caring,  good  humoi 
and  organizational  follow- through  (even  the 
bear,  everyone  agreed,  fell  into  the  cate- 
gory of  1%  inspiration  and  99%  perspiration^ 
The  suit  was  sewn  by  Nancy  Cole  right  on 
Bear  Mountain,,)   The  Concerned  Citizens' 
legendary  persistence  was  epitomized  by  the 
Full  Moon  Coffee  Houses,  started  around  this 
time  three  years  ago  by  Josh  Dostis  and 
Anne  Zak.   From  time  to  time  Anne  would 
look  at  the  bankbook  Hnd  hold  a  tag  sale  or 
a  concert.   She  appeared  to  toss  these  off 
without  effort,  every  one  a  money  maker. 
The  elegant  Rt.  2  dinner  and  Steven  Schoen- 
berg  concert  in  Old  Deerfielld,  coordinated 
by  Susan  DunLany  and  Brenda  Vincent,  drew 
Smith  College  professors  and  Amherst  envir- 
onmentalists to  sit  down  and  break  Westphal- 
ian  pumpernickel  (and  six  layer  chocolate 
apricot  cake)  with  Wendell  homesteaders. 
The  list  of  memorable  actions  goes  on. 

The  specter  of  a  road  through  the  state 
forest  drew  people  together,  as  crises 
often  do.   Though  early  in  the  fight  some 
disagreement  was  heard  within  the  town,  to- 
ward the  end  it  seemed  to  fade.   It  always 
warmed  my  heard  to  see  the  crowd  that  would 
loyally  turn  out  for  anything  having  to  do 
with  Route  2,  whether  an  educational  event 
like  a  strategy  session  or  new  slide  show, 
or  a  night  of  socks-off  rockin'.   These  loy- 
alists, in  many  cases,  were  also  the  volun- 
teers when  a  hand  was  needed  with  graphics 
for  a  brochure,  or  some  trucking,  or  letters 
to  an  errant  editor. 

A  side  benefit  of  the  fight  has  been 
some  progress  correcting  the  negative  ster- 
eotyping of  Wendell  in  other  parts  of  the 
state  (much  of  which  dates  from  the  infa- 
mous marijuana  bylaw  of  1978,  saying  the 
police  really  oughtn't  arrest  people  for 
growing  small  amounts  for  their  own  use, 
later  rescinded  because  the  Attorney  Gener- 
al wasn't  ready  to  accept  home  rule  on  that 
matter).   As  Wendell  people,  with  friends, 
said  no  to  amputation  of  the  Millers  River 
through  a  determined  assertion  of  home  in- 
fluence, if  not  home  rule,  the  folks  in 
Erving,  Athol,  Orange,  Boston  and  every- 
sgere  may  have  had  to  revise  their  estimate 
of  our  hardworkingness ,  commitment  and  char- 
acter. 

The  Route  2  dilemma  at  this  point  isn't 
solved.   I  don't  think  it  will  be  solved 
now  by  the  customary  political  struggle, 
because  the  legal  case  against  taking  state 
forestland  has  been  set  up  so  definitively, 
and  the  state's  practive  is  not  to  build  a 
highway  through  a  village  that  doesn't  want 
it.   The  decision  will  be  reached  inside 
the  Town  of  Erving,  which  will  weigh  its 
conflicting  desires  and  its  more  finite  set 
of  options  at  this  point  and  make  a  deci- 
sion for  the  rest  of  us.   It  will  have  ple- 
nty of  advice  from  the  outside.   Business 
interests  will  urge  Erving,  "Let's  build 
something  big  and  fast."   Those  skeptical 
of  Franklin  County  growth  will  urge,  "Let's 
try  to  hold  the  line  pretty  much  as  is." 
But  the  citizens  of  Erving,  by  this  acci- 
dent of  geography  and  history,  public  own- 
ership patterns  and  the  law,  will  have  the 
greatest  say.  With  no  chance  to  puch  the 
costs  onto  "underutilized"lands  that  don't 
usually  complain,  or  to  succumb  to  mortgag- 
ing the  future  for  an  easier  present,  they'- 
ll have  to  decide  just  how  much  they  want 
this  project,  or  what  they  do  want  instead. 

It's  not  an  easy  position,  but  it's 
close  to  reality.   I  wish  the  people  of 
Erving  strength,  courage,  and — if  possible — 
humor  in  facing  the  decision.   I  suspect  it 
will  give  us  all  a  glimpse  of  the  shape  of 
the  future  in  congested  Massachusetts. 

Jonathan  von  Ranson 


Of  the  hundreds  of  thousands  of  words 
expended  on  the  subject  of  Route  2,   I  am 
responsible  for  too  many.   But  when  a  wrong 
is  deeply  felt,  as  when  the  side  of  "your" 
mountain  is  threatened,  you  long  to  express 
the  truth  in  razor-sharp  phrases  that  cut 
through  misunderstandings.   You   are  driven 
to  create  petitions  phrased  so  succinctly 
everybody  will  sign  them  or  die  of  shame, to 
write  letters  that  change  minds  in  high 
places,  to  issue  printed  handouts  that  sit 
up  and  sing.   At  least  if  you're  me  you  are. 

In  the  end,  though,  it  wasn't  what  was 
said  or  written  so  much  as  what  was  done 
that  saved  Bear  Mountain  and  the  Millers 
River.   The  verbal  thing  was  an  absorbing 
challenge,  a  Chinese  puzzle  without  which 
some  of  us  might  have  totally  bonkered  out, 
thus  up  and  ruining  the  image  of  dignity 
and  respectfulness  we  cultivated  with  polit- 
ical and  business  ref resentatives .   But 
clearly  words  were  only  a  small  factor  in 
changing  Bostonian  mindsetSo 

The  acts  that  made  a  difference  were 
dogged  things  like  endless  simple,  heartfelt 
letters  to  the  Governor,  like  putting  in  a 
presence  at  nearly  every  official  gathering 
involving  either  the  Governor,  economic 
development,  or  the  environment.   Colorful 
thing  like  the  Walks  on  the  Wild  Side. 
Sending  out  the  bear  suit  with  any  one  of 
six  or  eight  anonymous  activists  sweating 
inside.   Scientifically  modifying  the  pH  of 
the  Greenfield  High  School  football  field 
in  a  manner  so  as  to  spell  "Hay  Duke  No 
Route  2"  in  thirty- foot-tall  letters  of 
ground  limestone.   (Hayduke  is  a  character 
in  Edward  Abbey's  The  Monkey  Wrench  Gang, 
a  group  of  ecological  vigilantes.   Our 
sneak  literary  allusion  occurred  just  in 
time  to  greet  Governor  Kukakis  decending 
into  Greenfield  in  a  state  police  helicopt- 
er.) 

There  were  awesome  things  (awesome  to 
us,  even),  like  assembling  a  coalition  of 
eight  or  nine  local  and  national  environ- 
mental and  sportsmen's  organizations,  to 
prosecute  the  matter  in  a  wider  arena. 
This  coup  brought  the  comment  rrom  the  Divi- 
sion of  Fisheries  and  Wildlife,  "You  folks 
have  a  lot  of  horsepower  going  for  you". 
Myron  Becker  walked  a  couple  of  them  through 
...and  the  agency  soon  joined  the  fight, 
the  first  state  body  to  break  ranks  openly 
with  the  Governor  in  his  South  Bank  Align- 
ment.  Some  of  us  felt  the  tide  turn  then... 
but  our  ship  didn't  actually  come  in  until 
several  tides  later. 

The  fertile  imagination  of  Wendell  Con- 
cerned Citizens  rarely  rested.   Anne  Diemanc 
nine  months  pregnant  with  her  daughter, 
Tessa,  managed  to  block  the  poor  Governor 
in  a  narrow  corridor  at  the  Greenfield  How- 
ard Johnson's  while  she  shyly  presented  him 
with  several  boxes  of  blueberries  and  a 
copy  of  the   "Route  2  Haiku"  by  Michael 
Idoine. 

The  long  sheets  of  plans  for  Michael's 
Low  Profile  AlignisiS!  i  ,  which  he  co-designed 
with  Mason  Phelps  in  the  spring  of  1985, 
were  an  eloquent  nonverbal  statement,  the 
start  of  a  positive  thrust  for  the  Route  2 
Environmental  Coalition.   The  plans  said 
better  than  poetry  and  more  emphatically 
than  a  constituent's  hellfire  that  alterna- 
tives existed,  and  yes,  they  were  feasible 
and  prudent.   Now  in  retrospect  we  can  see 
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There's  a  five-mile  stretch  of  the  Millers' 

flow 
That  carves  a  political  line. 
On  the  north  bank  live  the  ones  who  step 
To  the  factory  whistle's  time. 

A  five-mile  line  of  Whitewater  chalk 
Dividing  two  points  of  view — 
The  south  side  heeds  the  hooty  owl 
That  calls  from  the  pine  and  yew. 

Yes,  the  south  side  hears  another  beat 
From  the  riverbank  up  Bear  Mountain, 
And  it  rang  one  day  with  shouts  and  steps, 
Eight  dozen  strong  and  counting. 

The  townspeople  marched  on  the  Wild  Side 

As  southward  flew  the  geese, 

That  the  bear  might  walk  on  the  Wild  Side, 

too, 
And  the  blue  heron  nest  in  peace. 

Mothers  and  youngsters  leading  the  way, 
Now  stepping  stones  are  crossed, 
Jackets  bright  flash  through  the  trees — 
The  Audubon  man  got  lost  I 

Unfolding  meadow,  lone  and  high 

For  picnic  lunch  and  breath.. 0 

The  ribbons  aimed  straight  through  the  field 

The  highway  spelled  its  death. 

Doubters  watched  the  march  that  day 
Through  October's  fiery  leaves, 
But  as  deer  browse  by  the  ribbons  now, 
The  mockingbird  believes. 

The  townspeople  marched  on  the  Wild  Side 

As  southward  flew  the  geese, 

That  the  bear  might  walk  on  the  Wild  Side, 

too, 
And  the  blue  heron  nest  in  peace. 

A  song  by 

Jonathan  von  Ranson 
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Jeanie  Schermesser  has  been  one  of  the 
most  vocal  of  the  Erving  residents  opposed 
to  any  relocation  of  Route  2  within  Erving. 
Contacted  at  her  home  on  Maple  Avenue  in  the 
Farley  section,  which  would  be  heavily 
impacted  by  the  proposed  Low  Profile  Align- 
ment,  Jeanie  provided  the  POST  with  some  of 
her  own  perspectives  on  the  situation. 

"The  state  hasn't  really  given  a  decision," 
she  said.   "They  want  us  to  look  at  an 
Erving  alignment  because  they  don't  think 
the  South  Bank  could  survive  a  court  test. 

They  say  they're  'not  goint  to  pursue  it' 

what  does  that  really  mean?   They've  alluded 
to  a  choice,  but  they  haven't  really  made 
one. 

"I  don't  think  the  Task  Force  process  was 
fair.  I  think  the  LPA  was  an  idea,  and  the 
Task  Force  was  a  guise  to  get  the  people  of 
Erving  to  design  it.   People  were  mislead. 
We  thought  we'd  get  a  chance  to  compare 

apples  with  apples so  many  houses  taken  on 

this  side,  so  many  houses  taken  on  that, 
the  cost  of  the  South  Bank,  the  cost  of  the 

LPA but  I  don't  think  it  happened.   If 

it  had  been  done,  maybe  the  feeling  between 
Erving  and  Wendell  people  could  have  been 
better.   The  state  pitted  us." 

"I  have  the  suspicion  it  might  have  been 
a  foregone  conclusion.   If  4f  is  the  only 
thing  the  decision  was  made  on,  all  the  end- 
less hours  we  put  into  talking  about  this 
well,  salt,  etc.,  you  can  put  in  the 
garbage.   They  came  and  made  the  decision  on 
4f  alone." 

"There's  a  difference  in  the  degree  of 


state  forest  taking  between  the  SBA  and  the 
LPA,  but  the  law  is  the  law.   Who's  inter- 
preting that?" 

"I  find  it  hard  to  understand  the  outcome 
given  the  numbers  involved:  7-8  people 
active  in  the  Rt.  2  Coalition,  and  so  many 
more  people  who  endorsed  the  Modified  South 
Bank.   If  I  have  any  bad  feelings  it's  that 
a  handful  of  people  with  their  wishes  and  the 
power  they  accumulated  were  able  to  stop 
what  the  majority  wanted." 

Jonathan  von  Ranson 
Ms.    Schermesser  autst«one<t+ke 
completeness   ot  +K«   previews 
iwVervieu),  I  u>r©te  +U«»  leHer  (n 
response ,  uaVileln  fUe  "  Post*  h«i 
^  riwVed  t'v\  en+ireru  . 

To  the  Editors: 

Thank  you  for  this  opportunity  to  "bring 
some  light"  to  the  Rt.  2  issue  &  to  give 
your  readers  a  glimpse  of  what  motivates 
Erving  people,  such  as  myself. 

Yes,  I  have  much  to  lose  if  the  L.P.iA. 
(Low  Profile  Alignment)  were  to  be  built 
through  my  town  of  Ervingl   First  of  all, 
instead  of  a  beautiful,  wild  and  open  field 
to  look  out  upon  and  watch  the  seasons  pass, 
I  will  open  my  back  door  to  an  embankment 
half  as  high  as  my  house,  with  a  chain  link 
fence  across  the  top.   On  this  paved  plateau 
which  will  be  within  200  ft.  of  my  home,  I 
will  be  forced  to  live  with  the  noise  and 
dangers  of  a  high-speed  increased  traffic  of 
tractor  trailer  trucks  and  cars,  well  ex- 
ceeding the  current  levels  of  over  9,000 
vehicles  per  day.   No  longer  can  my  sons 
(aged  2  yrs.  and  4  yrs.)  go  "out  back"  to 
play  without  by  being  afraid  for  their 
safety.   The  privacy,  the  beauty,  and  the 
peace,  that  my  family  values,  will  no  longer 
be  our!   Instead,  we  will  have  a  FREEWAY.... 
a  major  East-West  transportation  corrider... 
instead  of  a  back  yard. 

Yes,  I  have  much  to  lose.   But  I  don't 
speak  out  for  myself,  alone.   If  it  was  only 
me,  I  would  be  glad  to  let  gol   But  it  is 
not  just  me  I   It  is  my  neighbors,  my  friends 
and  many  other  families  in  Erving  who  will 
also  lose  much.   Some  more,  some  less.   Many 
will  see  their  homes  and  businesses  com- 
pletely destroyedl   (8  homes,  3  businesses). 
At  least  38  other  families,  like  mine,  will 
be  forced  to  live  within  the  shadow  of  the 
LPA  (within  200  ft.  or  closer).   Some  will 
look  out  their  kitchen  windows  and  stare  at 
a  347-ft.  bridge  or  a  retaining  wall,  in- 
stead of  a  beautiful  mountain.   Our  town 
center  will  look  like  "wall-to-wall"  asphalt 
and  no  longer  can  we  walk  across  our  main 
street  to  "grab  a  cup  of  coffee".   First  of 
all,  the  Box  Car  will  be  gone,  so  there 
won't  be  any  coffee  to  "grab",  and  secondly, 
we'd  have  to  get  in  our  car  and  drive  to 
the  access  road  in  order  to  cross  over  to 
the  other  side,  or  use  an  underpass.   Parts 
of  Erving  will  be  cut  off  from  the  river, 
as  the  LPA  winds  back  and  forth,  crisscross- 
ing the  present  Rt.  2  with  8  bridges  in  5.4 
miles . 

I  guess  what  I'm  trying  to  explain  is 
that  Erving,  as  we  know  it  and  love  it,  will 
be  gone  forever.   And  what  will  be  left,  if 
the  LPA  is  built,  will  be  something  so  ugly 
and  unnatural  that  you  won't  be  able  to  call 
it  a  townl 


That  is  why  I  speak  out  for  Ervingl   That 
is  why  we  stand  up  for  Ervingl   It's  all 
that  we  have,  and  we  are  fighting  for  our 
homes,  our  families,  and  our  town.   We  want 
a  future.   We  want  to  continue  to  live  in 
peace  and  harmony  with  God's  earth,  tool 

I've  heard  some  people  say,  "You  chose  to 
live  with  the  road  (meaning  Rt.  2),"  or 
"Those  who  prosper  from  the  highway  should 
suffer  from  its  consequences."  But  these 
are  ignorant  and  insensitive  remarks  1   In 
the  first  place,  Rt.  2  was  not  the  highway 
that  it  is  now,  nor  do  we  thrive  from  the 
small  per  centage  of  money  that  is  left  in 
our  town  from  passing  motorists!   Erving 
grew  as  the  highway  grew-.   Many  of  our  homes 
have  stood  silently  and  watched  as  the  In- 
dian footpath  along  the  Millers  River  grew 
to  a  dirt  road  for  horse  and  buggies,  then 
to  the  highly  travelled  road  of  today.  Gen- 
erations of  families  have  been  here  long  be- 
fore the  Rt.  2  of  today.   Rt.  2  chose  Er- 
ving.  Erving  did  not  choose  Rt.  2!   And 
along  the  way,  Erving  has  not  prospered,  but 
declined!   Factories  of  the  past  are  no 
longer  with  us  and  people  are  moving  faster 
and  faster  through  our  small  town,  anxiously 
(and  often  times,  carelessly)  driving  to 
their  destinations.   They  stop  only  long 
enough  to  buy  a  pack  of  cigarettes,  a  cup 
of  coffee,  or  a  quick  bite  to  eat.   We  ex- 
ist more  for  their  convenience,  then  they 
contribute  to  our  welfare. 

The  Rt.  2  Coalition  and  the  environmental' 
ists  who  support  them  have  created  the  LPA 
as  a  means  of  keeping  a  highway  from  being 
built  through  the  Wendell  State  Forest  (66 
acres).   They  argue,  "We  must  preserve  the 
Wendell  State  Forest  for  future  generations. 
How  can  these  same  enviromentalists  and  con- 
cerned citizens  be  protective  of  land  and 
wildlife  on  one  hand,  and  on  the  other  hand 
actively  support  the  taking  of  22  acres  of 
State  Forest  Land  on  the  Erving  side?   Do 
animals  know  which  side  of  the  river  they  ar< 
on?   Who  has  made  the  decision  that  the  Wen- 
dell side  is  important,  while  the  Erving  sid< 
has  no  value  worth  protecting?   It  seems  to 
me  that  the  protection  should  exist  for  all; 
that  the  laws  should  apply  (4f)  equally,  for 
everyone! 

If  you  look  at  a  geographical  "topo"  map 
of  our  area,  you  will  see  that  it  is  a  patch- 

of  our  area,  you  will  see  that  it  is  a  patch- 
work of  state  forests  (Erving,  Wendell,  Or- 
ange, Warwick,  Northfield,  etc.)   I  chal- 
lenge anyone  to  sit  down  and  try  to  design 
a  sensitble  solution  which  will  not  touch 
upon  State  Forest  Lands  somewhere  1   It  can 
not  be  done,  unless  you  weave  back  and  forth, 
haphazardly  around  each  State  Forest. 

But  what  is  at  stake  for  the  Town  of  Er- 
ving is  much  more  than  the  loss  of  our  State 
Forest,  it  is  the  loss  of  our  entire  town  as 
well.   Put  yourselves  in  our  shoes! 

In  seeing  the  terrible  impacts  of  the  LPA 
and  the  original  South  Bank  Alignment  (SBA), 
Erving  people  have  tried  to  come  up  with  a 
plan  which  acts  as  a  compromise  to  both 
alignments.   It  is  called  the  Modified 
South  Bank  Alignment  (MSBA).   Its  purpose 
was  to  minimize  adverse  impacts  to  both 
towns.   (Human  communities,  as  well  as  the 
natural  environment).   Only  one  home  would 
be  taken,  while  homes  in  Wendell  Depot  and 
the  Farley  section  of  Erving  would  be  saved. 
Sensitive  brooks  (such  as  Whetstone  and  Os- 
good) and  the  Farley  Landfill  would  be  a- 
voided  entirely.   Even  state  officials  admit 
that  the  MSBA  is  a  great  improvement  over 
the  original  SBA. 

Then  what's  the  problem?   Sadly  enough, 
the  middle  portion  of  the  MSBA  still  goes 
throtgh  Wendell  State  Forest.   Therefore, 
environmentalists  threaten  the  state  with 
"4f"  while  working  to  implement  the  LPA 
through  Erving.   Their  plan  is  being  pre- 
sented as  a  "prudent  and  feasible   alter- 
native." 

We  think  it  may  be  feasible.   (Any  road 
can  be  engineered).   But  is  certainly  not 
prudent  to  wipe  out  an  entire  town! 

Jeanie  K.  Schermesser 
Erving 
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SOME  RAMBLINS  AND  CHOICE  PICKIN'S  from 
THE  PHANTOM  GOURMET 

Rather  than  reporting  an  exhaustive  review 
or  any  of  the  number  of  new  eateries  which 
have  opened  recently,  here  are  some  of  our 
favorite  haunts  when  we're  too  lazy  to  cook 
for  ourselves 

GOOD  OL  'MERICAN 
For  dinner:  The  Homestead  on  Rt.  202  just 
north  of  the  Rt.  2  intersection.   Tel.  544- 
8949.   Features  standards  such  as  Prime  Rib, 
Baked  Schrod,  Steaks  and  Lobster,  as  well  as 
some  less  usual,  such  as  Lemon  Chicken  stir 
fried  with  snow  peas,  and  Fried  Catfish. 
Other  plusses:  hefty  drinks,  vegetables  served 
family  style,  great  deserts,  good  service,  & 
a  kitchie  but  not  uncomfortable  decore,  ala 
The  Fox  Run  (old  tools,  cedar  shakes,  etc.) 
Prices  are  over  average  for  the  Athol/Orange 
area,  but  worth  it.  Except  for  margarine  in- 
stead of  butter  with  the  rolls,  we  have  not 
been  disappointed.   Reservations  a  must  on 
weekend  evernings. 

For  breakfast  and  lunch:  I.)  The  Shady 
Glen,  Main  St.,  Turners  Falls.   We  guess  we'll 
just  mention  this  venerable  spot  for  the 
benefit  of  newcomers  to  the  area  since  we 
assume  everyone  what's  lived  around  these 
parts  for  a  while  knows.   This  is  the  place 
we'd  take  a  foreigner  to  lunch  if  asked  to 
show  the  quintessential  neighborhood  Americ- 
an lunch  place.  Always  good,  always  busy, 
always  good  vibes,  and  John,  the  owner,  is 
always  there  working  hard  alongside  his 
loyal  crew.   2.)   The  Rainbows  Bend  on  Rt.2 
in  Gill  on  Bartons  Cove  has  their  own  boat 
ramp.   Real  food,  inexpensive,  large  por- 
tions, a  classic  mom  and_  pop  operation. 
Also  open  for  dinners.   Down  home  New  Eng- 
land cooking.   Drive  in  or  paddle  in  and 
check  it  out.   3.)  To  the  east,  The  New 
Salem  Restaurant,  Rt.  202  near  New  Salem 
center.  Where  lots  of  folks  from  these 
parts  fo  for  Sunday  breakfast.   They  feature 
homemade  breads  and  muffins,  pancakes  and 
french  toast  with  Real  maple  syrup,  great 
omletes,  generous  sandwiches,  all 
accompanied  by  the  owner's  ("Opey")  cheerful 
patter. 

ITALIAN 
Our  overwhelming  favorite  lately  has  been 
Pinocchio's  North  Amherst  on  the  left  just 
south  of  the  lights  going  toward  U  Mass. 
(Tel.  413-549-3669).   Reservations  accepted 
if  made  before  5  pm.  A  small  and  intimate 
gourmet  Northern  Italian  restaurant  on  one 
side  and  a  pizza/sub  joint  on  the  other. 
The  pizza  and  subs  are  above  average,  but  we 
go  to  the  restaurant,  which  features  perfect- 
ly prepared  rich  but  delicate  specialties 
of  Venice  and  Milan.   Their  "signature" 
dish  is  Chicken  Veneziana,  a  boneless  breap*: 
stuffed  with  spinach,  cheese  and  mushrooms' 
and  napped  with  a  light  cream  and  lemon 
sauce.   Specials  on  the  board  on  our  last 
visit  were  Mussells  Fra  Diavolo  (wife  of  the 
Devil)  cooked  with  a  garlicy  hot  pepper  and 
tomato  puree  and  Flounder  stuffed  with 
large  shrimp,  sea  scallops,  crabmeat  and 
spinach  dressed  in  a  fresh  basil  cream  saute 
We  tried  both  and  they  were  superb.  Menu 
also  includes  all  the  usuals  (pasta  to 
parmesans),  plus  some  delicious  deserts. 
Prices  are  from  $5.  to  $14.   Waitstaffers 
are  attentive  and  personable. 
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JtwifytH  CommutyCo-op 

(formerly  Montague  Co-op) 

32  Chapman  St.  \ 

Greenfield 
774-2513 
Hours  9:30-6:00  Mon-Sat 

Natural  Foods   Public  welcome. 


CHINESE 
First  a  kick  in  the  tush  to  our  favorite 
local  Chinese  eatery,  King  Sing  the  food  is 
going  down  hill.   It's  no  surprise  that 
because  95%  of  their  business  seems  to  be  ir. 
PUPU  platters  and  fried  rice,  less  attentior 
is  being  given  to  more  authentic  dishes. 
Too  much  sugar  and  erease,4too  little  hot 
pepper  in  the  Schezwan  entrees.   We  still 
visit,  but  think  they  are  caving  tn  to  the 
moral  majority.   Get  it  back  together  King 
Singl 

Now  there  are  six  (count  'em)  Chinese 
food  houses  in  Amherst.   Our  votes  go  to 
Amherst  Chinese  Food  (known  by  regulars  as 
(AmChi)  for  their  simple  homestyle  fresh 
vegetables  (the  owner  also  owns  Chang  Farms, 
a  couple  thousand  acres  of  Chinese  vegetable 
in  Whately  and  Sunderland)  and  meat  stir- 
fries  and  the  hearty  soup-noodle  dishes. 
Order  off  the  blackboard  and  you  can't  go 
wrong,  and  Panda  East  for  the  fancier  stuff. 
Panda's  service  is  the  best  in  town.   The 
new  Empire  Szechwan  seems  to  have  an  iden- 
tical menu  to  Panda,  but  the  food  seems  to 
us  heavier  and  more  oily.  AmChi  is  across 
Main  St.  from  the  police  station.   Panda 
East  is  on  Boltwood  Walk  down  from  Bart's. 
Check  out  the  sesame  wontons  at  Panda's. 

For  those  of  you  that  like  to  roll  your 
own  Oriental  creations,  brouse  around  The 
Royal  Crane  on  Rt.  9  east  of  Amherst  near 
Spirit  Haus  liquor  store.   There  you  will 
find  a  cornucopia  of  esoteric  and  obscure 
ingredients  from  Southern  India  to  South 
east  Asia  to  Mongolia,  yummie  prepared 
specialties  to  go,  as  well  as  the  helpful  an 
charming  owner,  Annie  Beggs. 
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The  sage  of  Wendell  will  have  his  ninety- 
fifth  birthday  two  days  after  Christmas. 
For  more  than  half  that  span  of  years, 
Broadus  Mitchell  has  had  his  home  on  West 
Road  in  Wendell,  where  he  felt,  as  did 
Horace  about  his  home  more  than  2000  years 
ago,  that  "this  corner  of  the  world  smiles 
upon  me  before  all  others." 

Whenever  the  town  has  been  threatened 
with  problems  in  which  Boston  would  play  a 
part,  he  has  written  to  Boston  stoutly  de- 
fending the  interests  and  rights  of  the 
town. 

Rivaling  Thoreau,  who  was  said  to  have 
"traveled  widely  in  Concord",  Broadus 
Mitchell  might  be  said  to  have  "traveled 
widely  in  Wendell."   The  mysterious  man- 
made  "caves",  the  "smallpox  cemetery",  Jen- 
nison  Road,  Farley  Road,  Mormon  Hollow- Road, 
the  many  roads  thru  the  State  Forest,  the 
Mormon  heritage,  he  knows  them  all  and  has 
delved  into  Wendell  history  to  the  point 
where  he  is  an  authority  on  that  as  well  as 
the  larger  history  that  knows  no  boundaries 
of  time  or  space. 

His  interests  are  equally  broad,  whether 
it  be  determining  the  height  of  a  tree  by 
triangulation,  making  a  delicious  southern 
corn  bread,  or  building  a  garage.   His  gar- 
dening, his  love  of  nature,  his  extensive 
writing — both  his  many  books  and  the  arti- 
cles that  appear  regularly  in  historical 
publications — of  him,  too,  it  could  be  said, 
as  of  Francis  Bacon  three  centuries  ago — 
"I  take  all  knowledge  to  be  my  province." 

Along  with  this  goes  also  a  love  of  fal- 
tering humanity  that  causes  hime  to  under- 
stand their  mistakes,  not  to  criticize,  but 
to  help. 

Broadus  Mitchell,  we  appreciate  all  that 
you  do  to  make  this  a  better,  more  tolerant, 
and  happier  world.   We  hope  that  you  have  a 
wonderful  birthday. 
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Wendell  Recording  Studio  is  a  busy  place 
these  days.   Lots  of  cars  seem  to  be  coming 
and  going  around  there,  and  owner  Jeffrey 
Bauman  looks  excited.   What's  happening? 

"We're  on  our  way  to  turning  ourselves 
into  a  world  class  facility!"  says  Jeffrey 
of  his  10  year  old  business.   "We're  cur- 
rently installing  some  of  the  most  advanced 
and  up  to  date  equipment.   We've  done  okay 
until  now  on  equipment  we  had,  but  now  we 
are  turning  from  a  16  to  a  24  track  facility. 
We  are  installing  an  Otari  MTR  90,  which  is 

acknowledged  as  the  best  24  track it's  a 

very  special  machine,  no  one  else  in  the 
area  has  one,"  he  explained,  glowing.   "We 
are  also  getting  a  Trident  24  recording  con- 
sole, as  well  as  lots  of  outboard  gear  and 
microphones.   With  the  16  track  added  to  the 
24  track,  we  can  make  movie  tracks." 

Movies?   "Yesl  Upstairs  we  have  another 
room,  which  we  built  last  year,  a  beautiful 
room.   We  are  doing  3/4  inch  professional 
video  editing  as  well  as  sync-ing  the  video 
to  the  audio o   People  in  the  business  would 
now  call  us  a  video  house  1   We  do  every- 
thing but  camera  work.   People  bring  in 
their  tapes  and  we  put  the  music  to  the  pic- 
ture.  Springfield  and  Boston  are  the  only 
other  places  around  (who  do  this).   It's  a 
big  step!" 

Anyone  wishing  they  could  learn  more 
about  the  use  of  this  kind  of  equipment  can. 
The  studio  is  offering  a  "recording  school" 
taught  by  the  studio's  chief  engineer,  Rick 
King.   Staff  engineers,  Tonia  Nestico  and 
Bruce  Kahn  are  participating  in  3  level 
(Beginning,  Int.,  Adv.)  10  week  courses  for 
persons  who  wish  to  know  more  about  record- 
ing engineering. 

What  has  been  going  on  in  the  studio  up 
'til  now?   "Mostly  people  make  records 
here,"  explained  Jeffrey.   "...so  many  kinds 
of  music."   Greek  folk  music  is  a  current 
project.   "But  we  also  have  industrial  cli- 
ents.  The  Sierra  Club  does  editing  here. 
We've  done  promo  work,  and  a  live  radio 
show  for  New  Salem  Academy.   We  work  with 
Franklin  Tech.  School — lots  of  community 
work.   We'' re  part  of  the  community." 

What  of  the  future?   "Where  are  we  going? 
Well,  next  summer  Judy  and  I  hope  to  add  to 
the  existing  house,  add  bedrooms  amd  comfor- 
table amenities,  and  staff  the  residence. 
We  want  to  offer  a  luxury  recording  studio 
and  accommodations  with  good  food  so  we  can 
advertise  all  over  the  world.   Musicians 
and  the  families  can  use  a  well  equipped 
studio,  eat  well  and  be  comfortable  in  a 
nice  environment.   We  can  take  them  ice 
skating,  horseback  riding,  or  swimming  in 
the  State  Forest.   We  can  entertain  the 
families  by  using  the  community  resources." 

This   interview  was  taken  while  Jeffrey 
broke  for  a  quick  lunch.   He  returned  to  a 
day's  work  that  would  likely  stretch  into 
the  night. 

Kathy  Becker 
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OPTOMETRIST 

General  Family  Practice 

Eye  Care  -  Eye  Examinations 

Eye  Glasses 

All  contact  lens  types, 

gas  permeable  and  soft 

No-line  Bifocals 
Athol,  Mass.  24-9-8931 
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TOWN  WARRANT 


10-18- 

•87 

10-27- 

-87 

10-27- 

-87 

1 1-  7-87 

11-  8- 

-87 

1 1-20- 

-87 

11-28- 

-87 

1 1-28- 

-87 

11-28- 

-87 

Chimney  fire,  Koehler  residence, 

Farley  Road. 

Chimney  fire,  Locksvillage  Rd., 

Lazarchick  residence. 

Farley  Rd.,  smoke  investigation, 

Noel  residence. 

Farley  Rd.  O'Reilly  residence, 

loose  stove  pipe. 

New  Salem  Rd.  and  vicinity,  smoke 
investigations 

Wendell  Depot  Rd.,  David  Bardsley 

residence,  chimney  fire. 

Morrison  residence,  structure  fire 

Wendell  Depot  Rd. 

Vehicle  fire,  Wendell  Depot  Rd. 

Trailer  fire,  Sears  Rd.,  Debbie 

Weaver  residence. 
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10/14   B&E  at  Frank  Judice's,  Montague  Rd. 
10/14  Accident  on  Depot  Hill,  no  injuries. 
10/14   One  car  accident  on  Mormon  Hollow 

Rd. ,  no  injuries . 
10/17   B&E  at  Haddad's  on  Jennison  Rd. 
10/25  One  car  accident  on  Locks  Village  Rd. 

no  injuries. 
11/2   Christine  Heard  reported  car  stolen, 

(car  recovered). 
11/2   Family  dispute  on  New  Salem  Rd.   Wo- 
man shot  in  face  with  B-B  eun. 
11/3  Arrested  Jeffrey  Roberts  of  New  Salem 

Rd.  for  malicious  destruction  of 

personal  property 
11/7   B&E  to  trailer  of  Gary  Gardner  on  Rush 

Rd. 
11/9   Individual  reported  finding  canoe  on 

Wickett  Pond 
11/15  Maple  Valley  reported  2  runaways 
11/28  2  cars  burned,  hnuter's  cabin  burned 

and  trailer  burned  on  Sears  Rd. 


Commontoealtt)  of  iflasaacfjuaetta 

FRANKLIN,  ss. 

To  the  constable  of  the  Town  of  Wendell  in  the  County  of  Franklin. 

Greeting: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  you  are  hereby 
directed  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants  of  said  Town,  qualified  to 
vote  in  elections  and  in  Town  affairs,  to  meet  at  the  Town  Hall  in  said 

Town    On        December     15,     1987 

at  o'clock  in  the    PMsPoiis   win   be   open   12:00   pm  ,  then  and  there 

to  act  on  the  following  articles:  To    7.00    pm 


QUESTION  41) 


Shall  the  Town  of  Wendell  be  allowed  to  assess 
an  additional  fifty-five  thousand  dollars 
(  $  55,000.00  )  in  Real  Estate  and  Personal 
Property  Taxes  for  the  Fiscal  Year  beginning 
July  1,  1987? 


YES 
NO 


1 


QUESTION   #2)   Do  you  approve  of  excluding  from  the  Levy  Limits 
under  Proposition  2\    up  to  fifty-six  thousand 
dollars  (  ~$   56,000.00  )  of  new  debt  necessary  for 
the  purchase  of  a  new  tanker  and  related  equipment 
for  the  Fire  Department? 


YES 

NO 


QUESTION  #3) 


JDoc  Kitting  CdSf 


Chief  of  Police  Ed  Chase  reports  that 
Jamie  Paddock  was  sentenced  to  30  days  with 
4  served  in  the  Northampton  Jail  for  firing 
into  the  Sundell  and  Thomas  yard  on  Sept. 
13,  breaking  windows,  and  killing  the  8 
year  old  family  dog.   The  family  and  child- 
ren were  inside  the  home  at  the  time.   Tony 
Thomas  ran  outside  and  witnessed  the  vehicle 
leaving  from  which  the  shots  were  fired. 
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PAUL  A.    KOWACKI,    D.C. 

PRACTICE   OF   CHIROPRACTIC 


26  NORTH  MAIN  STREET.  ORANGE.  MASS.  01364 
<617)     544-7902 
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ED  FARMER'S  GARAGE 


SO.  MAIN  ST. 
WENDELL,  MA. 


BUS:  617-544-7026 

GENERAL  REPAIRS  ON  CARS  &  TRUCKS 


Do  you  approve  of  excluding  from  the  Levy  Limits 
under  Proposition  2\    up  to  six  hundred  and  fifteen 
thousand  dollars  (  $  615,000.00  )  of  new  debt 
necessary  for  the  purchase  of  a  piece  of  land  in 
W  e  ad  ell,  Massachusetts  owned  by  Richard  C.  Wolf 
pursuant  to  Massachusetts  General  Laws  Chapter  61, 
Section  8  ? 


YES  £ 

no  r- 


~2 


Gael  O'Connell  paints  Shoshi  Gross's  face. 
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LICE 

Dear  Parents: 

As  you  may  know,  Swift  River  School  has1 
an  ongoing  program  for  the  prevention  of 
head  lice.   We  have  conducted  two  full  school 
checks  since  September.   In  the  past  weeks, 
it  has  become  clear  that  an  increasing  numbei 
of  children  are  being  with  head  lice  and/or 
nits  (eggs). 

We  think,  at  this  time,  it  will  be  useful 
to  review  the  way  we  check  for  head  lice  and 
what  our  policy  is  when  a  child  has  the  pro- 
blem. 

There  are  two  symptoms  that  indicate  the 
presence  of  head  lice.   Itching  is  the  most 
common  one  and  the  child  will  complain  about 
it.   The  second  is  the  louse  egg  or  nit, 
which  is  attached  to  the  hair  approximately 
one  to  one  and  half  inches  from  the  scalp. 
The  egg  is  about  the  size  of  a  flea  and,  un- 
like dandruff,  sticks  tightly  to  the  hair. 
It  is  white  when  empty,  and  black  just  before 
the  egg  hatches.   Very  seldom  does  one  sctu- 
ally  see  hatched,  adult  lice,  but  they  are 
tiny,  flat  brownish  bugs  that  move  very  fast. 
They  do  not  jump  like  a  flea  and  are  easily 
crushed. 

I  have  attached  a  newsletter  on  head  lice 
from  the  National  Pediculosis  (Head  Lice)  As- 
sociation which  tells  you  about  the  kinds  of 
shampoo  on  the  market.   RID, 

NIX  ,  A200  and  R&C  Shampoo  may  trigger  an  al- 
lergic response  in  people  who  are  sensitive 
to  ragweed.   If  you  are  very  sensitive  to 
ragweed,  you  may  wish  to  use  KWELL  instead. 

One  aspect  of  treatment  that  we  really  em- 
phasize is  the  prevention  of  reinfestation. 
It  is  not  enough  just  to  shampoo.  Nor  is 
fine-tooth  combing  usually  effective  enough. 
The  best  way  to  rid  your  child's  scalp  of  all 
the  eggs  is  to  cut  out  any  strands  of  hair 
that  have  eggs  on  them.   This  is  tedious,  but 
very  effective  and  helps  avoid  having  to  go 
through  all  the  nuisances  associated  with 
reinfestation. 

If  you  identify  head  lice  in  ypur  child, 
we  ask  that  you  notify  the  school  right  away 
and  not  send  your  child  to  school.   If  the 
school  identifies  head  lice  in  a  child,  the 
parent  will  be  contacted  and  asked  to  pick 
the  child  up. 

A  child  may  not  be  readmitted  to  school 
or  ride  the  bus  until  all  eggs  are  removed. 
This  must  be  verified  by  the  school  nurse 
and,  in  her  absence,  by  the  school  principle 
In  other  words,  you  must  bring  your  child  to 
school  after  you  have  used  the  shampoo, 
cleaned,  and  cut  out  eggs. 

The  problem  of  head  lice  is  a  constant 
and  difficult  one  to  deal  with.   Early  de- 
tection and  prompt  action  are  imperative  if 
we  are  to  sustain  our  low  incidence  of  this 
annoying  problem. 

Please  do  not  hesitate  to  call  the  school 
if  you  have  questions  about  this  problem. 
Thank  you  very  much  for  yor  help. 

Sincerely  ypurs, 
Dennie  Piitardi 
School  Nurse 


To  the  members  of  our  community: 

Head  Lice  (Pediculosis  Capitis)  continues  to 
be  a  problem  in  our  community.   Lice  are 
highly  communicable  and  difficult  to  prevent 
but  if  every"  parent  will  take  the  responsi- 
bility to  check  the  entire  family  often, 
these  parasites  can  be  controlled.   This  is 
not  always  a  sample  problem  to  deal  with, 
but  the  following  information  should  help 
you  to  identify  and  treat  head  lice  safely 
and  thoroughly. 

HOW  DO  YOU  GET  LICE? 


Many  people  associate  lice  with  unclean  peo- 
ple or  homes.   This  is  not  true  in  the  case 
of  head  lice.   Frequent  bathing  or  shampoo- 
ing will  not  prevent  lice  nor  eliminate  then 
once  they  are  established.   Lice  cannot  jump 
or  fly,  and  are'  usually  transmitted  by  con- 
tact with  infested  persons  or  by  wearing  in- 
fested clothing  or  asmng  an  infected  comb 
or  brush.   Children  should  therefore  be  war- 
ned against  sharing  hats,  clothing  or  groom- 
ing aids  with  others.   Household  pets  do  not 
transmit  lice. 

WHAT  TO  LOOK  FOR 


Lice  are  small  insects  about  the  size  of  a 
sesame  seed.    They  are  usually  light  brown 
but  can  vary  in  color.   They  move  quickly 
and  shy  away  from  the  light,  making  thim 
difficult  to  see.   Diagnosis  is  more  often 
made  on  the  basis  of  finding  nits.   Nits 
are  tiny,  yellowish-white  oval  specks  at- 
tached to  hairshafts.   Note:   The  old  quart- 
er-inch from  the  scalp  rule  has  given  way 
to  new  evidence  suggesting  that  viable 
(live)  nits  may  be  found  at  any  distance 
from  the  scalp.  As  she  deposits  her  eggs 
(3-4  per  day),  the  female  louse  cements 
them  to  the  hairs  and  unlike  lint  or  dand- 
ruff, they  will  not  wash  off  or  blow  away. 
Nits  may  be  found  throughout  the  hair,  but 
are  most  often  located  at  the  nape  of  the  a 
neck,  behind  the  ears,  and  frequently  on 
the  crown.   It  helps  to  use  a  magnifying 
glass  and  natural  light  when  looking  for 
them. 
SYMPTOMS  OF  INFESTATION 

The  itching  that  occurs  when  lice  bite  and 
suck  blood  from  the  scalp  is  a  primary  symp- 
tom of  infestation,  although  not  everyone 
will  experience  the  itching.   Children  seen 
scratching  their  heads  frequently  should  be 
examined  at  once.   Often  red  bite  marks  or 
scratch  marks  can  be  seen  on  the  scalp  and 
neck.   In  severe  infestations,  a  child  may 
develop  swollen  glands  in  the  neck  or  under 
the  arms. 

TREATMENT  OF  THE  INDIVIDUAL 

Before  one  family  member  is  treated,  all 
should  be  examined.   Those  showing  evidence 
of  infestation  should  all  be  treated  at  the 
same  time.   Individual  treatment  is  a  two  - 
s  tep  process  involving  the  use  of  a  pedi- 
culicidal  shampoo  or  lotion  and  a  combing 
tool  manufactured  for  the  purpose  of  nit  re- 
moval.  Proceed  as  follows. 

1.  Remove  child's  shirt  and  procide  a  tow- 
el to  cover  the  eyes.   This  is  essential. 
Do  not  treat  in  the  bathtub  or  shower,  but 
have the  child  lean  over  the  sink  (this  con- 
fines the  lice  product  to  the  scalp/neck). 

2.  Use  one  of  several  louse  remedies  avail- 
able at  your  pharmacy.   Kwell  Shampoo  and 
Prioderm  Lotion  are  available  by  prescrip- 
tion only.   Other  products  (such  as  RID,  R& 
C  Shampoo,  XXX,  A-200  Pyrinate**)  are  avail- 
able over  the  counter.   All  these  products 
must  be  used  carefully,  observing  all  safe- 
ty guidelines.   Also  consider  (1)  consult* 
ing  your  obstetrician  if  you  are  preganat 
or  nursing  (whether  treating  yourself  or  o- 
thers);  (2)  consulting  your  pediatrician  be- 
fore treating  anyone  with  extensive  cuts  or 
scratches  on  the  head  or  neck,  or  anyone 
using  Other  medications.   DO  NOT  USE  THESE 
PRODUCTS  ON  INFANTS.   DO  READ  ALL  PACKAGE 
INFORMATION  BEFORE  USING  THESE  PRODUCTS. 
AVOID  PERSONAL  LICE  SPRAYS. 


3.  Although  it  can  take  time  and  sometimes 
be  difficult,  remove  all  nits  to  insure  com- 
plete treatment.   Louse  shampoos  and  lotions 
rarely  kill  all  the  nits,  and  survivors  will 
hatch  into  crawling  lice  within  7-10  days, 
generating  a  cycle  of  self-reinfestation. 
Even  dead  nits  will  cling  to  the  hair  and 
cause  uncertainty   about  reinfestation. 

Nit  removal  can  be  accomplished  with  a  spe- 
cial combing  tool  manufactured  for  this  pur- 
pose (available  in  drug  stores),  or  by  pic- 
king them  out  with  the  fingernails.  Note: 

Some  so-called  lice  combs  are  actually 
cradle  cap  combs  and  are  ineffective  against 
nits.   Nit  combing  is  best  accomplished  wittl 
hair  which  is  dry  or  slightly  damp. 

4.  Following  nit  removal,  have  child  put  en 
on  clean  clothdng. 

5o  A  daily  nit  check  is  advisable  for  at 
least  10  days  following  a  treatment.   You 
may  have  to  retreat  in  7-10  days  if  there  is 
evedence  of  new  nits  or  newly-hatched  lice. 
(Remember,  regardless  of  precautions  taken 
at  home,  reinfestation  from  others  can  still 
take  place)J 

TREATMENT  OF  PERSONAL  ARTICLES  AND  ENVIRON 

ME  NT 

1.  Machine  wash  all  washable  clothing  and 
bed  linens  which  have  been  in  contact  with 
the  infected  person  during  the  last  three 
days.   Articles  should  be  washed  in  hot  wa- 
ter and  dried  in  a  hot  dryer.   Non-washablffi 
can  be  put  in  a  hot  dryer  only  for  20  min- 
utes if  heat  will  not  harm  them.   Things 
which  cannot  be  washed  or  dried  can  be  seal- 
ed in  a  plastic  bag  for  14  days. 

2.  Combs,  brushes,  etc.  can  be  soaked  in 
louse  shampoo  for  one  hour,  or  in  150°  wa- 
ter for  5-10  minutes.   (Caution:   heat  may 
damage  some  of  these  items.) 

3.  Rugs,  upholstered  furniture  and  mat- 
tresses should  be  carefully  vacuumed  to  pick 
up  any  living  live  or  nits  attached  to  fal- 
len hairs.   THE  USE  OF  INSECTICIDAL  SPRAYS 
IS  NOT  RECOMMENDED  AND  STRONGLY  DISCOURAGED 
AS  IT  MAY  BE  HARMFUL  TO  FAMILY  MEMBERS  AND 
PETS. 

REPORTING  CASES 


Don't  be  embarrassed  to  notify  your  child's 
school  so  other  parents  can  be  alerted  to  a 
possible  outbreak.   Also  notify  your  child's 
playmate's  parents.   Parental  cooperation 
will  help  protect  all  children  including 
your  own. 


*  Kwell  Shampoo  contains  the  controver- 
sial pesticide,  Lindane. 

*  A-200  Liquid  is  half  the  strength  of 
widely-used  over-the-oaanfcer  remedies, 
and  may  be  less  effective. 

*  Lice/nits  on  infants  should  be  removed 
manually 

NAT'L  PEDICULOSIS  ASSOCIATION,  P.O.  BOX  14$, 
NEWTON,  MA  02161  (617)  449-NITS 

NOTE:   Lavender  oil  is  not  to  be  used  as  a 
treatment  ;  it  may  be  applied  to 
skin  and  clothing  as  a  possible  pre- 
ventative. 

Caution  should  be  used  with  babies, 
and  special  care  with  their  eyes. 


(8171  544-6035 


QEB> 


PERS0NAU?FD  PRESCRIPTION  SERVICE 


MICHEL  G    DOW.  R  Ph 


5  SOUTH  MAIN  STREET 
ORANGE.  MA  01364 
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On  Nov.  8,  1987  at  1 1AM  a  group  of 
people  gathered  at  the  Wendell  Meeting- 
house to  discuss  the  future  use  and  main- 
tenance of  the  building  and  the  spiritual 
needs  of  the  community.   The  visions  ranged 
from  a  place  where  people  could  gather  to 
share  diverse  spiritual  awareness  to  a  space 
for  separate  religous  groups  to  worship. 
Other  ideas  about  uses  of  the  building 
included  workshops  in  Spanish,  self-defense 
music  and  art  as  well  as  display  space  for 
art,  theater,  dance  and  concerts.  For 
building  maintenance  and  repair,  ideas 
ranged  from  composting  tiolets  and  solar 
hot  water  collectors  to  carpets  and  com- 
fortable seating.  Repairs  to  roof,  sill, 
windows  and  better  insulation  were  also 
remembered.   The  dreams  were  as  varied  as 
the  people  who  shared  them  and  the  hope  is 
summarized  best  by  the  statement  made  by 
Rosie  Heidkamp:  "We  are  an  association  of 
individuals  coming  together  with  or 
without  special  interest  for  the  purpose 
of  making  the  Wendell  Meetinghouse 
accessible  to  the  community  at  large." 

This  goal  will  continue  to  be  pursued 
Sunday  mornings  at  1 1AM.  Prior  to  the 
meeting  will  be  a  gathering  when  poetry, 
music,  prayer,  water  and  food  will  be 
shared.  This  celebration  begins  at  10AM 
and  all  are  welcome.  At  noon,  the  Wendell 
Church  will  hold  a  more  traditional 
Christian  worship  service. 

An  interim  task  force  has  been  esta- 
blished to  keep  track  of  programming  and 
funds  until  more  formal  committees  have  beei 
been  created.  If  a  group  or  individual  wish 
wishes  to  schedule  an  event  contact  Charles 
Thompson  Smith  at  544-6933  between  8AM 
and  5PM.  Donations  toward  the  maintenance 
of  the  building  should  be  given  to  Dale 
Kowacki . 
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Every  Sunday 

10AM  celebration  of  spirit 
11AM  business  meeting 
I2noon  Christian  worship 


Sat.  Dec. 


10AM 


Christmas  Pageant  Re- 
hearsal. We  need  child- 
Sat.  Dec.  12  10AM  ren  for  angels,  shep- 
Sat.  Dec.  19  10AM  herds,  a  baby  and  more. 

Sun.  Dec.  13  1PM  Piano  Recital 

Mary  Jane  Rupert  playing  Shubert,  Cho- 
pin, Beethoven,  Copeland.  Donations 
to  benefit  the  Meetinghouse 

Sun.  Dec.  13  6:30PM  Communion  with  the 

Rev.  Carole  Ann  Camp,  a  Congregational 
minister  who  has  offered  her  support 
to  the  Wendell  Church 

Sun.  Dec.  20  6:30PM  Christmas  Pagaeant 
7:30PM  Carolling 

Sylvia  Wetherby 


5f138oe 


Chanukah  is  a  holiday  of  balances.  Light 
and  dark,  physical  might  and  spiritual  stren- 
gth, inner  and  outer all  confront  each 

other   as   earth's   northern  hemisphere   reaches 
its   darkest    time. 

The  shift  brought  on  by  noting  the  winter 
moon's  darkest  period  in  conjunction  with  the 
winter  sun's  solstace  is  marked.  We  are 

reminded  of  our  own  extremes both  real  and 

potential.   Our  potential  or  real  tendency  to 
be  light  or  heavy,  physical  or  psychical, 
inward  or  outward. 

The  lighting  of  our  Chanukah  candles 
rededicates  us  to  a  life  filled  with  hope  and 
inspiration.  Our  heroes,  the  Maccabees, 
remind  us  of  the  realities  of  physical  surviv 
al  and  spiritual  vision.   The  acknowledgement 
of  the  season  rekindles  our  connection  to  the 
world  we  live  in  and  to  the  people  we  live 
with. 

May  this  Chanukah  season  be  filled  with 
warmth  and  balance,  peace  and  love. 

The  first  candle  is  lit  on  Tuesday  night, 
Dec.  15.   Temple  Israel  in  Athol  will  cele- 
brate Chanukah  on  Dec.  20  with  an  evening 
party  and  coffeehouse.   The  New  Moon 
Chanukah  gathering  will  begin  at  8:00  p.m. 

Rabbi  Barry  Kriege 

(Note:  Please  contact  Kathy  Becker  if  you 
wish  to  participate  or  have  questions  about 
the  cof feehousel ) 

JL^ktnc  fox  Qv.xkp,r$ 

After   attending   a  Friends'    Meeting   in 
Leverett   recently,   we  have  been   inspired 
to    find   other  people   who   may  be    interested 
in   a  Wendell   gathering    for   a  Quaker   type 
"service". 

Our   interest    is   especially    to  have    a 
small    local    support   group  of   like-minded- 
people   wanting    to   share   quiet    time   and 
interdependance.      Please    call   544-7425 
or  write   SR  555  Wendell   01379    if  you   are 
interested   in  discussing   this. 

Susan  DunLany  and  Jonathan  von  Ranson 


The  Cracker 
Ttarrel. 

Gleanings  frtn 
iht Coiuflry Sbet. 


Richard  Alves 

Despite  what  we  face  in  the  present,  there 
is  much  hope  in  each  of  us  for  the  future. 
Something  I  carry  with  me: 

Lead  me  wherever  thou  goest. 

Carry  me  along  Thy  path 

And  in  Thy  light 

That  I  too  may  learn  of  love. 

Bring  me  with  Thee 

To  the  day 

Of  your   children's   needs   fulfilled. 

That   I    too  may   gaze 

With   eyes   of   contentment 

At    the  wonder  of  peace 

Do  not   reach    for  me  when  I    fall 

But   rather  I   reach   for  You 

And   in   this   reaching 

May   I    learn   trust. 

Do   not   comfort  me    in  my   sorrows 

But   rather  make  my   tears    fall    ten-fold 

That   I   may   grow   from  life's  moisture, 

Rising  tall  in  the  sunshine  of  Your  eyes. 

And  when  we  bear  children 

We  bear  them  as  a  gift  of  life  to  Your  life 

That  Your  love  may  live  forever 

On  this  our  good  earth. 


Swift  River  Preschool  Children  Enjoy  Popcorn 

Day 


OI3SO 
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COMMONWEALTH 
A    C    U    P    U    N    C    T    U    R    E 


NANCY  GROSSMAN,  Reg.  Ac. 

Acupuncture,  Acupressure 

150  Fearing  Street  #23,  Amherst,  MA  01002 
413/549-5855 
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If  you  are  a  local  business  person,  or 
thinking  of  going  into  business,  please 
take  a  moment  to  fill  out  the  questionnaire 

Several  towns  in  Frnaklin  County  have 
approached  the  Franklin  County  Community 
Development  Corp.  in  Greenfield,  about 
applying  for  a  state  grant  to  finance 
a  low  interest  small  business  loan  program 
for  new  or  established  businesses.   The 
questionnaire  will  help  the  FCCDC  to 
assess  your  interest  in,  and  need  for, 
such  a  program. 

The  goal  of  the  program  would  be  to 
promote  economic  stability  and  growth  in 
small  towns,  with  particular  emphasis  to 
be  placed  on  assisting  "resource  based" 
businesses,  or  local  industries  concentra- 
ting in  forest  and  agricultural  products. 
If  this  interests  you,  answer  the  questions 
and  return  it  to  the  FCCDC,  or  call  the 
Town's  Admin.  Assistant  Deb  Radway  at  the 
Town  Hallo 

Deb  Radway 

NAME: 
BUSINESS: 
ADDRESS: 
PHONE: 

1.   Description  of  Business: 


2.   Would  you  be  interested  in  Low  cost 
financing  for  any  of  the  following?: 

Business  Expansion 

Business  Rehabilitation 

New  Business  Start-up 

Other 


3.   Please  describe  what  the  project  might 
entail: 


4.   Is  your  need  for  financial  assistance 
due  to  any  of  the  following: 
Cost  of  borrowing 


Other 


Lack  of  credit  or  collateral  to  borrow 
from  a  bank 


5.   Could  you  use  technical  assistance  in 
any  of  the  following  areas?: 

Management     Marketing 

Accounting 

Financing 


Business  Planning 
Other 


FCCDC  23  Ames  St.  Greenfield,  MA  01301 
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The  ceremonial  Installation  of  Bernard 
Borowski  will  be  held  on  Dec.  9th  at  noon 
at  the  Wendell  Town  Hall.   The  public  is 
welcome  to  attends   Invited  will  be  the 
Town  officials,  State  Senators  and  Repre- 
sentatives and  Springfield  dignitaries. 
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The  Wendell  Ladies  Aid  Children's  Christ- 
man  Party  will  be  held  on  Sunday,  Dec.  13, 
from  2-4  pm  at  the  Town  Hall.   This  party- 
is  for  all  Wendell  children  from  newborn 
age  thru  the  sixth  grade.   There  will  be 
movies,  singing,  and  Santa  Claus  is  coming 
to  town  I t 1 

We  are  asking  the  children  and  parents 
to  bring  a  can  of  food  to  help  build  a  tower 
of  food  on  the  stage  to  donate  to  the  Green- 
field Survival  Center. 

It  has  been  brought  to  the  Wendell  Ladies 
Aid's  attention  that  some  folks  have  a  hard 
time  with  this  groups'  name.   It's  been  sug- 
gested that  we  change  our  name.   It's  fine 
with  us,  so  what  we're  looking  for  are  sug- 
gestions.  Please  send  your  ideas  to  any  of 
the  Ladies  Aid  members  or  to  Anne  Diemand, 
Star  Rte.  96,  Wendell,  MA  01379.   We  also 
need  someone  who  is  interested  in  filling 
the  available  positions  of  President,  Vice 
President  or  Treasurer.   These  offices  do 
not  require  a  great  deal  of  time,  yet  they 
are  a  vital  part  of  the  continuation  of  this 
group. 

Anne  Diemand 
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A  sincere  thank  you  to  all  who  helped 
make  this  year's  Halloween  Party  a  great 
successll  (pictures  enclosed) 
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UNICEF  is  a  specialized  agency  of  the 
United  Nations.  The  United  Nations  Inter- 
national Children's  Emergency  Fund  (UNICEF) 
sends  milk  and  food  to  hungry  children 
in  all  parts  of  the  world.  UNICEF  brings 
medicine  to  sick  children,  food  to  hungry 
children,  and  water  to  children  who  are 
thirsty.  It  teaches  them  how  to  read  and 
write.  It  builds  hospitals,  schools,  and 
daycare  centers.  It  trains  teachers,  nurses, 
and  doctors  so  that  even  more  children's 
lives  can  be  saved. 

This  year  Swift  River  School  went  to 
trick  or  treat  for  UNICEF.  All  the  Swift 
River  School  students  were  given  UNICEF 
boxes  to  get  money  in  when  they  went 
trick  or  treating.  Over  $350.00  was  col- 
lected on  Monday,  November  2,  1987. 

The  money  will  be  a  gift  from  the  chil- 
dren of  Swift  River  School  to  the  children 
of  the  world. 


Jrick  or  Jrfxk  For  Unicfif 


A  survey  was  done  for  all  the  grades 
to  find  out  how  many  pets  they  had.  The 
pets  in  the  survey  were  cats,  dogs,  and 
horses.  Some  teachers  answered  the  sur- 
vey with  their  class.  The  kindergarten  has 
40  cats,  17  dogs  and  3  horses.  In  firstt 
grade  there  are  23  cats,  19  dogs  and  9 
horses.  The  second  grade  has  40  cats,  17 
dogs  and  8  horses.  In  third  grade  there  are 
15  cats,  17  dogs  and  and  8  horses.  The 
fourth  grade  has  21  cats,  20  dogs,  and 
17  horses.  The  fifth  grade  has  32  cats 
31  dogs  and  17  horses.  The  sixth  grade 
has  37  cats,  29  dogs  and  4  horses. 

In  every  grade  except  third,  the  cats 
were  the  winners.  In  third,  the  dogs  were 
the  winners. 

For  the  whole  school  there  are  177 
cats,  157  dogs,  and  63  horses. 

Other  pets  that  people  named  were  birds 
and  fish,  but  they  weren't  counted  for 
this  survey. 

The  above  two  articles  appeared  in  The 
Eagle 's  Nest  and  were  written  by  the  4th 
grade  news  team. 


Becky  Snyder  is  "Tooty  Fruity  HiC" 


Lynne  Davis&  Douglas  Tanner,  husband  &  wife 

team.      Lynn  was    the  winner  of    the 

adult  costume  contest  as  "The  Picnic  Table", 


Halloween  Party,  Wendell  Town  Hall 
L  to  R:  Ariel  Pearson,  Kitara  Stone, 
Ishana  Strazzero 
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Ensuring  the  biological  integrety  of  wet- 
land ecosystems  is  also  an  important  goal 
Natural  functioning  of  wetlands  helps  to  pre 
serve  practical  functions  such  as  protection 
of  water  supplies  and  prevention  of  pollu- 
tion.  While  wetlands  have  been  greatly  re- 
duced in  area  and  highly  altered  in  some 
parts  of  Massachusetts,  Wendell  is  fortunate 
because  almost  all  of  its  wetlands  are  in- 
tact, and,  despite  some  changes  by  man,  con- 
tain most  of  their  orginal  plant  and  animal 
species  and  are  functioning  naturally  as 
part  of  larger  forest  ecosystems. 

To  advance  the  goal  of  preserving  the  bio 
logical  functioning  of  wetlands  in  Wendell, 
the  new  by-law  will  propose  including  rare 
plants  and  animals  as  reasons  for  protecting 
wetlands  and  buffer  zones.   Animal  habitat 
and  rare  animal  habitat  have  just  been  in- 
cluded in  the  state  Act  (see  accompanying 
article).   The  new  by-law  goes  further  by 
protecting  rare  plants.   Plans  are  to  use 
the  files  of  the  Massachusetts  Natural  Her- 
itage Program  to  check  for  rare  plant  occur- 
ances.   The  by-law  would  give  the  Conserva- 
tion Commission  reason  for  denying  wetland 
activities  if  they  threatened  rare  plants  or 
animals . 

There  are  many  shared  goals  of  the  state 
Wetlands  Act  and  the  proposed  town  wetlands 
by-law.   The  Conservation  Commission  feels 
that  the  goals  of  protecting  water  supplies, 
aquifers,  and  the  biological  functioning  of 
wetlands  are  important  town  goals  and  de*- 
serve  attention  in  a  local  by-law,  under 
which  protection  can  be  extended  to  areas 
not  covered  in  the  state  law  and  under  which 
regulations  can  be  tailored  to  local  wetland 
types  and  concerns  for  protection. 

Information  and  a  text  of  the  by-law  are 
available  from  the  Conservation  Commission. 

Christopher  Neill 
4-8847 
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He  said  he  feels  "We  certainly  accompiisneo. 
something,  but  I  don't  think  we  vanquished 
anything  or  anybody."  Reflecting  on  the 
current  outcry  in  Erving  and  the  Governor's 
expression  of  "shared  concern"  with  Erving, 
he  noted,  "Unless  I  get  a  clear  expression 
otherwise,  I  assume  Salvucci's  letter  still 
holds."   (Gov.  Dukakis  expressed  the 
commiseration  in  a  letter  to  Carmen  Buell.) 

To  Selectman  Idoine,  "The  most  surprising 
thing  about  the  decision  was  that  the   ad- 
ministration pointed  out  the  infeasibility 
for  legal  reasons  of  the  South  Bank  plan." 
He  credited  "Salvucci's  political  integrity" 
and  not  more  calculating  political  thinking 
for  the  state's  firmness,  and  remarked  on 
Salvucci's  evident  sensitivity  to  the  pre- 
dicament created  for  Erving. 

Arleen  O'Donnell  of  Mass.  Audubon  was 
"surprised  at  how  strong  the  statements 
were  that  (Sec.  Salvucci)  made."  She  added 
she  didn't  think  the  Governor  "can  disass- 
ociate himself"  from  the  decision.   She 
predicts  an  upgrade  of  the  existing  road, 
"perhaps  using  it  for  one-way  traffic  and 
adding  a  lane  for  the  other  direction." 
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TragerSM  Psychophysical  Integration 

WITH  DIVYASHINN 
WENDELL.  MA  01349 
BY  APPOINTMENT  (617)    544-2851 


Milton  Trager.  M.D.  has  been  developing  his  innovative  approach 
to  movement  re-education  over  the  past  55  years.  Trager  bodywork 
is  a  unique,  non-intrusive  way  to  facilitate  the  release  of  holding 
patterns  in  the  body  and  mind,  and  efforllessly  restore  free  flowinq 
movement  and  full  self-expression.  The  sensitive  and  caring  yet 
dynamic  rhythmic  motions  of  Trager  table  work  gently  allows' one 
to  let  go  of  deep  rooted  tensions  and  create  a  profound  state  of 
relaxation. 


What,  besides  hard  work,  changed  the 
state's  mind?   Besides  their  seeing  how  4f 
decisions  have  come  down  in  similar  situa- 
tions, Idoine  mentioned  "increased  interest 
in  preserving  open  land"  and  the  current 
tendecy  for  "construction  to  give  way  to  a 
priority  toward  maintenance." 

Crystal  balling  on  request,  he  said,  "I 
see  some  form  of  the  LPA — if  noti  then  a 
lower  level  of  safety  improvements  (signage, 
etc.)  on  the  present  road."  Given  that  the 
I  PA,  as  currently  designed,  reduces  current 
noise  to  "acceptable"  levels  at  almost  half 
the  houses  now  rated  "above  acceptable" 
level,  he  is  waiting  to  learn  exactly  "what 
the  problems  of  the  LPA  are."  He  is  sensi- 
tive to  the  vicious  cycle  of  development- 
related  congestion. . . improvement „ o .improve- 
ment-related development,  etc.,  but  offered 
no  cures.   "I  wish  time  didn't  increase  this 
problem,"  he  said.   "The  real  problem  is  in 
our  bedrooms.   It's  not  only  people's  app- 
etite for  more  prosperity,  it's  also  more 
people." 

For  him,  the  fight  that  wasn't  a  fight  at 
all,  but  a  process,  "affirmed  that  you  can" 
trust  people  if  you  work  with  them."  He  says 
state  employees  and  officials  "are  people. 
You  can  approach  them  with  how  you  can  work 
together  to  solve  a  problem,  and  they  resp- 
ond." 

He  offered  praise  to  Jane  Garvey,  Ken 
Kruikemeyer  and  Fred  Salvucci  and  said  their 
presence  in  the  administration  is  a  "credit" 
to  Gov.  Dukakis.   As  the  political  contact 
oftentimes,  Michael  got  to  know  many  of  the 
state  people  well.   "I  think  we  amused  them 
at  some  points,"  he  said.   He  called  the 
Bear  "a  legend  in  the  administration." 
When  the  Coalition  struck  the  deal  to  do  the 
feasibility  study  of  the  Low  Profile  Align- 
ment, he  recalled,  one  of  the  top  officials, 
Al  Raine,  tried  to  extract  a  concession. 
Michael  quoted  Raine  as  saying,  "If  we  com- 
plete this  study,  you  have  to  identify  the 
Berrt" 

No  side  deals,  Al. 

Jonathan  von  Ranson   >•_. 
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Dear  Secretary  Salvucci; 

For  the  Flora  &  Fauna 

for  whom  the  rich  mucky  edges 

Where  the  Millers  River 

hugs  the  Forest 

is  a  neighborhood, 

Thanks ! 
For  the  10  year  old  in  the  year  2000 
thankful  for  the  great  trout  fishin' 
in  the  dancing  riffles  across  the  street 
more  than  for  houses  and  businesses 
not  known  and  not  missed, 

Thanks  I 
For  the  citizens  of  Erving- 
for  whom  the  thought  of  a  new  road 
disrupting  their  community 
brings  hysteria- 
the  hope  of  new  prosperity  &  opportunity, 

Thanks ! 
And  lastly  for  me,  who  has  lived 
with  the  frightening  vision  of  my  beloved 
Millers 

framed  in  tarmac 

with  endless  meetings  &  fundraising 
a  constant  presence  consuming  my  atten- 
tion &  energy 
for  so  many  years 
with  the  distraction  of  battle 
against  bureaucracies  beyond  my  ken, 
that  I  may  now  fish 
in  Peace 


Thanks  I 


Sincerely, 

Myron  J.  Becker 
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Bedtime   st  MickmU  *  /(itt/s  hous^  \L^ 

Massachusetts  Audubon  Society 


AUDUBON  A  AWARDS 

1985   AUDUBON  A  AWARD  RECIPIENTS  1985 


*In  recognition  of  achievement  on  behalf  of  the  environment* 


MICHAEL  IDOINE  of  the  WENDELL  CONCERNED  CITIZENS 

For  organizing  the  Route  2  Environmental  Coalition- 
a  network  of  local  citizens  and  environmental  groups. 
The  Coalition  worked  to  provide  alternatives  to  the 
proposed  realignmnet  ot  Route  2  slated  to  be  diverted 
through  the  Wendell  State  Forest. 
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Jack  A.  Ellis,  61,  of  Main  Street,  died 
Thursday  (10-29)  in  Athol  Memorial  Hospital. 

He  was  born  Junell,  1926  in  Athol. 

He  lived  in  Wendell  most  of  his  life.   For 
many  years  he  and  his  father  owned  and 
operated  a  saw  mill.   For  the  past  30  years, 
Ellis  ran  a  construction  business.   He 
attended  Wendell  schools,  Orange  High  School 
and  was  a  graduate  of  New  Salem  Academy.   He 
was  an  assessor  for  Wendell  for  many  years. 
He  raised  oxen  for  many  years. 

Survivors  include  his  mother,  Lydia  M. 
Ellis  of  Wendell;  a  brother,  Donald  R. 
Ellis  of  Wendell;  three  sisters,  Charlotte 
Pratt  and  Margaret  Murphy,  both  of  Orange, 
and  Helen  Blake  of  Chula  Vista,  Calif.; 
several  nieces,  nephews  and  cousins. 

Following  cremation,  services  will  be  at 
the  convenience  of  the  family.  There  were 
no  calling  hours. 
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JACK  A.  ELLIS 


Millers  Falls Muriel  A.  (Bourn) 

Addison,  54,  of  22  Federal  St.,  died  Sunday 
(11-1-87)  at  Farren  Memorial  Hospital  in 
Montague  City,  following  a  period  of  failing 
health. 

She  was  born  in  Gardner,  March  25,  1933. 
She  attended  schools  in  East  Templeton  and 
Baldwinville  High  School.   She  lived  in 
Millers  Falls  the  past  4  years  and  before 
that  in  Truners  Falls  and  Wendell. 

She  was  a  member  of  the  Turners  Falls 
Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars  Auxiliary. 

Survivors  include  her  husband,  Kenneth 
Addison;  her  mother,  Vera  Cowdrey  of  Fitch- 
burg;  3  sons,  Mark  B.  of  Waterbury,  Conn., 
and  Todd  K.  and  Sean  K. ,  both  at  home;  a 
sister,  Alice  L.  Mason  of  Fitchburg,  and 
several  nieces  and  nephews. 
Services  were  private.   Burial  will  be  at 
the  convenience  of  the  family  in  Pine  Grove 
Cemetary,  Templeton.  There  were  no  calling 
hours . 
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Jack  Ellis  was  not  a  man  who  liked  ceremony 
or  flowery  words.   He  would  not  like  a 
eulogy,  just  as  generations  of  the  Ellis 
family  have  not  liked  big  gatherings  or 
displays  at  their  passing.  A  practical  way 
to  remember  him  is  to  see  his  work  all 
around  our  town.   He  was  a  man  who  looked  and 
saw.   We  can  do  the  same.   People  who  know 
landmarks   that  are  his  work  are  invited  to 
contact  the  "POST"  with  this  information. 
Later  this  survey  will  be  offered.        K.B 


CONSTRUCTION         [0 
LAND  CLEARING       Q 
FIREWOOD 
LOGGING 
SNOW  PLOWING 

WILDER  ENTERPRISES 

STAB  ROUTE  10 

WENDELL  DEPOT.  -MASS 

01380  q 

617-544-2773 


DAVID  WILDER,  SR. 


JUDITH  WILOER 


Oxen  grazing  on  Jack  Ellis's  pasture 


